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Open Educational Resource alternatives to A Writer’s Reference 

A Writer’s Reference  8th Edition Alternative Resources 

Composing and Revising - Planning Prewriting 
 Guptill What Does the Professor Want? 

Understanding the Assignment 
 Write for Success The Writing Process: 

How do I begin? 
 CSU Composing Processes: Planning and 

Organizing (several sections) 
 Babin et al Selecting and Narrowing a topic 
 OWL Starting the Writing Process 
 OWL PreWriting 

 
Writing a Thesis 

 Write for Success Developing a strong 
Clear Thesis Statement 

 Guptill Constructing the thesis and the 
argument from the ground up (uses three 
story thesis explanation) 

 OWL Purdue Creating a Thesis 
 CSU Developing a Thesis (several sections 
 Babin et al Finding the Thesis 

 
Outlining/Organizing a Paper 

 OWL Purdue Developing an Outline  
 Writing For Success Organizing Your 

Writing 
 Babin et al Strategies for getting started 
 Babin et al - Organizing your ideas and 

looking for connections 

Composing and Revising - Drafting  Guptill Intros and Outros 
 Babin et al Writing a First Draft  
 Write For Success Writing Introductions and 

conclusions 
 CSU Drafting an argument 
 CSU Developing your ideas 

Composing and Revising - Reviewing, 
revising and editing 

 Guptill Clarity and Concision 
 Guptill Getting Mechanics Right 
 Babin et al Revising 
 OWL Proofreading 
 Writing for Success Revising and Editing 

Composing and Revising - Prep Portfolio 
 

Composing and Revising - Writing  OWL Paragraphs and paragraphing 

https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/what-does-the-professor-want-understanding-the-assignment/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/what-does-the-professor-want-understanding-the-assignment/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/part/chapter-8-the-writing-process-how-do-i-begin/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/part/chapter-8-the-writing-process-how-do-i-begin/
https://writing.colostate.edu/guides/index.cfm?categoryid=1&title=1
https://writing.colostate.edu/guides/index.cfm?categoryid=1&title=1
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/selecting-and-narrowing-a-topic/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/587/1/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/673/1/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/9-1-developing-a-strong-clear-thesis-statement/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/9-1-developing-a-strong-clear-thesis-statement/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/constructing-the-thesis-and-argument-from-the-ground-up/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/constructing-the-thesis-and-argument-from-the-ground-up/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/545/01/
https://writing.colostate.edu/guides/page.cfm?pageid=435&guideid=21
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/find-the-thesis/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/544/1/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/9-3-organizing-your-writing/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/9-3-organizing-your-writing/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/strategies-for-getting-started/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/organize-your-ideas/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/organize-your-ideas/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/intros-and-outros/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/writing-a-first-draft/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/9-4-writing-introductory-and-concluding-paragraphs/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/9-4-writing-introductory-and-concluding-paragraphs/
https://writing.colostate.edu/guides/guide.cfm?guideid=56
https://writing.colostate.edu/guides/guide.cfm?guideid=27
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/clarity-and-concision/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/getting-the-mechanics-right/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/higher-order-concerns/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/561/1/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/8-4-revising-and-editing/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/606/01/
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Paragraphs  Guptill Back to Basics: the Perfect 
Paragraph 

 Writing for Success Writing Body 
Paragraphs 

Composing and Revising - Document 
design/Different styles 

 OWL APA 
 OWL MLA 
 OWL Chicago 
 OWL AMA 
 Writing for Success APA and MLA 

Formatting 
 OSU How to Cite Sources 

Academic Reading, Writing and Speaking 
- Reading and Writing Critically 

 Babin et al Building Strong Reading Skills 
 Babin et Al Reading Critically  
 Writing for Success Reading and Writing for 

College 

Academic Reading, Writing and Speaking 
- Reading and writing about images and 
multi modal texts 

 

Academic Reading, Writing and Speaking 
- Reading Arguments 

 Babin et al Writing About Texts (includes 
strategies for reading critically) 

Academic Reading, Writing and Speaking 
- Writing Arguments 

 OWL Establishing Arguments 
 CSU Writing Arguments 
 OSU Making an Argument 

Academic Reading, Writing and Speaking 
- Speaking Confidently 

 Writing For Success Creating 
Presentations: Sharing Your Ideas 

 CSU Making Speeches and Presentations 

Academic Reading, Writing and Speaking 
- Writing in the disciplines 

 OWL Common Writing Assignments 

 

Multilingual Writers and ESL Challenges - 
Verbs  

 ELC Study Zone Grammar Index (includes 
verb lessons) 

Multilingual Writers and ESL Challenges - 
Articles 

 ELC Study Zone Grammar Index (includes 
article/determiner lessons) 

Multilingual Writers and ESL Challenges - 
Sentence Structure 

 OWL Combining Sentences 

Multilingual Writers and ESL Challenges - 
Using Adjectives 

 ELC Study Zone Grammar Index (includes 
adjective lessons) 

Multilingual Writers and ESL Challenges -
Prepositions and Idiomatic expressions 

 Owl Prepositions 
 ELC Study Zone Grammar Index (includes 

prepositions lessons) 

https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/back-to-basics-the-perfect-paragraph/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/back-to-basics-the-perfect-paragraph/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/9-2-writing-body-paragraphs/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/9-2-writing-body-paragraphs/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/12/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/66/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/part/chapter-13-apa-and-mla-documentation-and-formatting/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/part/chapter-13-apa-and-mla-documentation-and-formatting/
https://osu.pb.unizin.org/choosingsources/chapter/citation/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/reading-effectively/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/1-1-reading-and-writing-in-college/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/1-1-reading-and-writing-in-college/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/reading-critically/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/588/03/
https://writing.colostate.edu/guides/guide.cfm?guideid=53
https://osu.pb.unizin.org/choosingsources/chapter/academic-argument/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/part/chapter-14-creating-presentations-sharing-your-ideas/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/part/chapter-14-creating-presentations-sharing-your-ideas/
https://writing.colostate.edu/guides/index.cfm?categoryid=6&title=1
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/3/
https://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/grammar.htm
https://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/grammar.htm
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/972/01/
https://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/grammar.htm
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/974/1/
https://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/grammar.htm
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Multilingual Writers and ESL Challenges -
Paraphrasing sources effectively 

 OWL Paraphrasing and Summary 

Researching - Thinking like a researcher 
gathering sources 

 Guptill Listening to Sources, Talking to 
Sources 

 Guptill Secondary Sources in their Natural 
habitats 

 OWL Conducting Research 
 Writing For Success Writing From 

Research: What Will I Learn? 
 OSU Precision Searching 
 OSU Role of Research Sources ft BEAM 

Researching - Managing Information, 
taking notes responsibly 

 Babin et al Crediting and Citing Your 
Sources Correctly 

 OWL Quoting paraphrasing and 
summarizing 

 OSU Ethical Use and Citing Sources 
 OSU Search Tools 

Researching - Evaluating sources  OWL Evaluating Sources of Information 
 OSU Types of Sources 
 OSU Evaluating Sources 

 

Alternative Sources: 

Guptill, Amy. Writing In College: From Competence to Excellence 2016. 

University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing. Writing for Success 2015. 

Babin, Monique, Carol Burnell,  and Susan Pesznecker The Word on College Reading and 

Writing 2017. 

Ohio State University Libraries. Choosing & Using Sources: A Guide to Academic Research 

2016. 

Purdue Online Writing Lab [OWL]  https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/976/1/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/listening-to-sources-talking-to-sources/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/listening-to-sources-talking-to-sources/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/secondary-sources-in-their-natural-habitats/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/secondary-sources-in-their-natural-habitats/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/8/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/part/chapter-11-writing-from-research-what-will-i-learn/
http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/part/chapter-11-writing-from-research-what-will-i-learn/
https://osu.pb.unizin.org/choosingsources/chapter/why-precision-searching/
https://osu.pb.unizin.org/choosingsources/chapter/thinking-about-roles-of-sources/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/crediting-your-sources/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/wrd/chapter/crediting-your-sources/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/563/02/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/563/02/
https://osu.pb.unizin.org/choosingsources/chapter/ethical-use-and-citing-sources/
https://osu.pb.unizin.org/choosingsources/chapter/library-catalog/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/553/1/
https://osu.pb.unizin.org/choosingsources/chapter/categorizing-sources/
https://osu.pb.unizin.org/choosingsources/chapter/thinking-about-sources/

