
Issue 8: Introduction 

'I Now Pronounce You Hu.sban,d arrtf 
Marriage a w "  

Same-Sex Couples 

131 200 1, the Missouri legislature passtxi s 
i bill, sigrled by f l3e g~21vrez-r~c:~r, t f~a t prt?~ieat~~ . , : the state from recognlzmg homosexual 

rrrarr'iages that were ft:!rntecl in {3?ht?31 stai.2~. 
: Only mamiages betvieen a marl and a 

wonxa:tx wril8 fse considcrcd to he lega! mar- 
j. riages in the state. It was ;ilre;idy che jaw ia 
:. &!issc,uz-i that two men or ~IVO W O ~ C , T )  can- 
::'not mrirry ei~ch dle~: Since rl:.e-re is cur.. 
i :. ren:ly no place in the Unitrtd States in which 
8:  sal-rle-sex couples can legally man-?. .ne:lr~aI: 
$.observers may worlder svhy such a bill, t;. .. 
... called the Defense of Marriage Act, was 
$ ,. 
: ,needed, 
Y '  

. ,. . .Few of us seem .to be neutral on the cjnes- 
$--tion of whether gays and icsbiams should be 
I;.,* 

~ ~ & o w r d  ... to 1n;tn.y. This issue has beell kicstiy 
::.:. I::dtbat*.d ., , for nlolre than a decade. Advocates . . 
$ifid opporlerits of hurnuse:<:c:xal mar-riagc 
@bolster ...... their positions svith argymenrs: -that 
':incI.ade legal, mtrl-al, I-eligjous, 1.7spci.rologi- 
5-cd, politio;iEl financial, arid generic ci.j:1.sjd- 
.$ ?.. t ra t i~ns.  
4 
i--:.. .:.. .Aduocatcr for llomosexuai maminae kc-  
'qi~ently point t ~ )  exlier laws that prohibited 



the 'Honorable Estate' 

: aa-e engaged in a del?ate tlnz~t:, in rt less 
conhlsecS time. c,iioul~: 'he cunsiclered. r?oi~-rt.- 
less and eT,ren o~ynorrjnic: the yr!est:ir>ri rjf 
c;Lmc-C: . ..LY .., .I rA~<..i~ic:ge. ,, . . ,. .B~311t we are wirere .sr 

; arc. The IIa.vvaii .Supr-erne Co-urt has foc,r~nd a 
: new state coastiturisnd "n'g&t".....-le~d ... i.ir:- 

i ion of sarxle-sex cou-nles. 
ZJrllzss a "connpel!i:r~g~sii~~~e intex-est" ca:u 

j be s h i ) ~ ~  agnirlst them, Havmii wil! become 
. d-rc 5.r.st stare to sa~?ctio:r~ S X I C ~  ~lnions i'Ecj:i-. 

toxs' nste-Verrno~l-t became che firs!: state 
,I i:o legally I-ecr:>grGze &on;asex~.r;l.\l ciid pall- 
: nersY:tips]. If Hai*;aii !eprtlizes sanze..se:.c 
j n~awriages, other stares rniglzt have Z ~ J  recsg- 
:! ~lize them becausil of the C ~ : ~ n . i : i o n  fi2l.l 

; faith arid or-edit dat3se, Some in C(:})-rgrrss 
I~ave intmdilr:ed legislation. to p.r.ex;:.;eilt this. 

No;%<, anvolltt who has known someone 
viho has s . ~ g l c ? z l  i.v;ir:lr his homosexuafi-17 

: call appreciate the poignancg; huz~ran pain, 
and se:tae of excl:~sion that arc ohra in- 
volved. One can dreref0.z-e uniiers-tsrncl chr 
effort rt:, achieve fur  lio:rriosercual uniorls 
bi>tl> legal recogr~jrion and sncial acccep- 
tance. Ad~;(bc;attrs ol' hon?osexr.ral rrraziages 
even ma.ke wilat appears to be ;I soufid cora- . ~ 

se.~:niative argunncne:: zZJlow mar15age ro pro- 
nao?:e fi~ithh:lnttss and monogamy, This is 6 x 1  

iriielligcnt and politically shrewd a.r.gr.1.. 
ment: Xt might hefiefit some peo1:iIe. Rr~r i 
bclie~,e t f i ~ ~ t  overall, allor,uing sari~tt-sex msr- 
riages wnuld do :si.gnifica:~~.~, Icrrg-term so.. 
cial dannage. E-euogr2 izing che legal ra3:tio::l of 
ga:~ nni? lesbian (;t>~ipbes tvould ~'?gre.~ent a 
p:r-ofo'ound change in the .me:~;~j.ng and defini-. 

tioi: (:if ri-;.a.i~i: 
.t2tf<e, 
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i Tt:; say that sai-ile-sex ~ ~ i o r r s  are not cori:t-. 
parable t.o Ineterosexx3a.l saniageges L not an 
a~:gurnenr. fo:r intolerance, bigot?{, or lack of 

i cozrrpassion ialthough i r  aviU be crr,nsidc.red 
i sn by sorue). B P I ~  it is i \ ~ 1  ::l-.gument for. l ~ i ~ k -  
! ing distinctions j:n law aborzi: :r.clatjonst~ip.s 
i that are ~ixr.msalves distinct. 

Eve?? Ancirew $illlix;an, 2arrro:l.g the most 
i intelligent advocates uE snrne-sex r:lax:r-lage. 
i has adnlitted t'f-lat a l~cimosexr~al d~arriagt. 
i contntct  ill ~ i ~ t z d a  greater rmdersi:a.nding 

of the need for. "extt.l-amarital oirtlet:;." IPe ar-. 
i that gay male reba.iianships are served .. i by t';le "spemless of the cu:trt:r-act, anti he 
i has written that horrjc.r;exuals s11csa;rfd resist 
i a!lo~,ving their. "17a~-ied 2nd compti::s.l:ed 
i lives" to l?e flat te11.eif into a "sii~.gle. moralis- 

ticmodel." 
i Rut t,Qs Usi~agje, ~OI-alisrii: nu>del" is pre-. 
li. cisdg .{Ire point. *She rswriage cunlmitmcct 
; bet7,veen a nlan a.nd a ~,voraa~:~ docs nut-It 
i' r~:n~:!t-.---r.or_lx?ten;~s~c.e extramarital t:rutlets. 
i: By defhii.ion, .it . i ~  not 3.n open. cont~zcct; its . . i essend;3l idea is fidelit~. <Bb~.iorrsl.y that is 
i :not ni ivays Irontxed in przctice. U : r  j-t is 
I rt(3mmti'v'e, the ideal to whict-i we aspire pre- 
!.- cisely Ir?rcausc we believe ssonle t1~;ing.s are 
! : .  ~ g h t  {faiLf:h~l:tress in ma-rlage) and uthers 
, 
;: artre cmong (aclarlte.vy). h. insistil~g that mar- : , .' 
i liage acctinlaiodate the jess restrained sex- : .. . ual practices of Ync,n1ose~.ua3s, Srslli.;an arrd 
.. . ;::. his rmnies destroy the very thing tbzrr srrppos- 
i. edIy drew them to nla.t.ria#e in the tirst 
..:.plsce. 

. There are other ar.g:j.rnents trj cr.jnsider 
ii against slttne-sex n~arriage----.for example, 
'i:. the signals it would S ~ I I J ,  and the impact of 
i such sigrrdf; r3;7 the shaping of h m a n  S ~ . K X I -  

i: alj.@, pzniccrlatlj ,vanlong the S;ol.a:n.g. F o m e ~  
i:, EHarvar~f profcssur E. L. P;lttillilo 1 1 ~ 5  i~rit ten 
i :  that "a very z~.i'nstantial nunrber of people 
: .  are born with the poteztial ro I:& either 
: ~fritight o:r gay lives.'' Sr:,cictal inindiEereixce 
:: about hete~.osexi;rzality aad \lojnoscxrralitS; 
. wotald cause a lot. crf confusion. 
) A remarkaMe 1993 aa-iicfe in law ttkd3- 
1 '  ington Post suppor-ts this point. .Fifty teen- 
, [agers a.nd dozens of sckjuol cuunselt>r.s and 
'-parecrs were in.teniewed. Teens said ir. j-IZ-5 
...becon-rc "cool" for students tt:! Frroclairn t hey  
are gay or- bisexrrnl---even fcr sorrrt. who are 

Lxrc;>.t, Hot ~a:~~~ris ingly,  tlrr caseload of teen- . . . 



Bar Same-Sex Unions 

I r l  1775, Thonlns Jrfferst:m said 2t %vas nrc- 
e s s a ~ ~  for the rhel-i<:axr co2a.llles t~ urrii:e a 
Deciaratioa of Independence "to pttce ?x.- 
b::re t.he cnlnnlon sc.tase of tlie sub- 
ject, ilr teri-11s SO $?in and firm as i.0 corn- 
n~and their assexrr.. As we nois.i face a~;other 
cp;2? c' : ,  -. in our. country's growrh-th.~ l>;~r.tic 
or~er. eq,uaj rights fus. gays 2nd leshinns-it 
seems cornmt?n. sense is -the t:c,mxnodity i~i 
smallest supply People on i:,oth sides need 
to stand l:>ack and look at rhe sitrxarion ratio- 
:c~aHg: xvi~hou t illsults, 'i~rirhorlt: false ai::msa- 
rions. 

Most ~kmeicar~s wcrtdd ao-cee wirf-r rhe h 
Ekc!aration ~EBxndependenoe that sll peqple 
arc cleated equal a?sd deserve equal rights.---- 
xrtlless there? a compe1Iing reason i ~ : i  deny 
ihenr rights (for insiance: peopfe ci:ln."<cteil 
of crinzes do not erijoy a1.T the rig11.i.s of other 
cirizens). So all the c!a.txc;r about gay mar- 
riage 2nd other gay issues S d s  dowxi to o.rae 
cc?nc:ept: Gays and lesbinrss sfso~rld have the 
same rights as stra ight  ~ ~ ^ O P ! C ,  unless 
there's a compellirag rcdsorr to clerly tller:~ 
thtsse rights. In r:;.t.fier words, there$ RI: need 
~ : o  fo'onnrr!atc rtrgumerits in favol- of gay 
Americans having eqlzal righ i.s; tlzey're 
dmcricai:rs, after aU. It's only ncl.cessu:y to 
bgure otlr if a.r-garnents against rqrial dghts 
fur z.cr,s & - , , .  are kgjtirnaie. 

Many r:tf the religious extremists' argu- 
ments against eqjiml riglxts for gays are 
based an one ce:rlual idea, that ilre Blbir, 
says f.~omosexuali-t>s is wrong. First, nor all 
An:ericans an: Chris~ii3~rl~ 0.1. belicx~e jrr thc 
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i uicte, fais I ~ O W  hetercrsex1~a1.s ttlarl hornc- 
.' scx:lals are infected wi th  EII'v' today. 1x1 

1993, 48 percent ot' rXrnri3can AIDS cases 
i were gay Inen. 'l'frat ~-,e.r.cen-tag.. is nzuch 

lower. roday. And bccan.sr lesbians aiix>ost 
.' netrer contl-aizr: AIDS: that nnleans rr-acrre than 
i of ~-byler-ican AIDS cases were hetero- 
1' sexilals. 

Some politicians a.rr try-irlg to induce 
i .  panic. by warning chat, if wc allow gays to 
i mara-jl soon people ivi14, he marping in 
. - tix0 - ,csc,mes .. . - or marrying their pets. Sun-rc 

fol.k,< ex;en predict :avef1l soon have to Icgalke 
I pederasty al-rd. bestiality. This is a smoke 
i screen at best, ran;pan t gtarancjia at wrrrl-sr . 

The truth is sirtlpje. Right no:\> irl . h e r -  
! ica,sr:in~e couples car! already get married 
i.  and others can't, the clis-tincriom l>aseci only 
I- on their peniler-a wt:im;:ri ciui ITna.r3:: a 
:. rnan, but a man can?. Thur certai~~ly r z~~~cks  
,... 
r '  up "and justice for idi.' docsa'r i t?  Since 
:....t_hcr.e i s  no p u p  of i.:ita~en~ wfho car1 mr- 
':. rently many in tllrees or vvho :ur leg~lI':s. al- 
::; lcvv~ed ti, arlolesr childrrn, no one i s  <aLng  
i':: . . ftljr. .those things to be dc-gai'ized. Cays and 
. . i;.Iesbiac.s aren't asking fcsr a new ri-'krt; P 
5 they're asL<ng for a right 30 pel-cent of the 
i-.: ... .. pop~r4ario.n alrrad:s/ i.nj.ljoys. :-:--- "rvio of rfle most bizarre argunxl-rts a l e  
.. . ;I: t11a.r: gays v,rill rczi:.r.uf r: children : ~ t d ,  along 
::-with that, i f  gnys ma-- a13.d adopt children, 
r:-t!~eir children v~ill t-trr.11 out gay Fox tllose 
!?x,i&o .:, .. believe people car: chutlse to be gay or 
.,. . . 9 . c ~ ~  be "i-ecx-ui ted" intc3 hei.rlg gag I' have tsnr >. ... . 
; ; ~ ~ . e s : : - h  WOXI.~! eX2rl.H choose this 1' 
... . 

6.::.: ...... Today's srrriety makes it tough to be say, 
:::It's ?%,Fie:. thxi  it was 20 year:$ q o ,  but it's 
.;stig nrlj pii-n:ic. Even if gays ~vantzd to re- 
+.. 
:';cruit: .. . Irtrrw co~JL3 they? To quote a gay cc:r~-ne- 
8dia.r). "S;sihac are dle .seL[&~g pnirzts?" V.;e have 
.... 
!:.n.o rights, a.r~i:l everybody f-rmt:es us. Sign up 
.:. h ., * 
. ... '1'. The people who rrtike tlzesa argtr- 
,... . 
;;!rjoeuts ... jus: al-e.n.'t thiddng. 
3:- - There's oue point cvc,-vo:rle seems to miss 
,ahour children grrrv;ing -up in a gay kr:ij.i.~e- 
.'... % : h l  d. Almost all the gays and I.esbi;nr~s I.i ving 
$.!;day . ... grew .up with. strziigl~r: parents. One 
ZIucjk at: the rral viotld. proves that stririghi 
':;parents arc rnrich rnul-e likely eo c.:iise gay 
:?kicls .,.. than. g3.y parents are. 


