Issue 8: Introduction

‘T Now Pronounce You Hushand

d?’ Legal

.. . Husb
Same-Sex Couples

; 2001, the Missouri legislature passed a
P hill, signed by the governor, that prevents
the state from reco snixing homossxual
marriages that were frrmed in other states.

woman will be considered to be legal mar-
riages in the state. Tt was already the law in
SMissouri that two mien or twa women can-
- not marry each other Since there is cure
rently ne place in the United States in which
“same-sex coupdes can legally marry, neutral
ohservers may wonder why such a bill,
valled the Defense of Marriage Act, was
fesded,

| Few of us seem 1o be neutral on the ques-
an of whether gayvs and Teshians should be
allowed to marry. This issue has been hotly
“debated For maore than a decade. &dvocates
nd GPPOIILS of homosexual marriage
-balster their positions with arguments that
fclude legal, moral, religious, psychologi-
al, political, fingncisl, ard genetic consid-
rations.

: Advocates for homosexual marriage fre-
suently point to earlier lawa that prohibited
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A Man and a

/oman Are Need.

the ‘Honorable Estate’

William J. Bennett

r
c{v'e are engaged in a debate that, in a less

confused time, would he considered point-
less and even oxyrnoronic: the guestion of

same-sey marrizge. Bur we are where we
are. The Hawaii Supreme Court has found a
new state constitutional “right”-legal un-
fon of same-sex couples

Unless a “cnmpei’ing state interest” can

e shown agaiost them, Hawali will become
iht first stute to sanction such unions [Edi-
tors” note—Vermont became the Hrst state

to legally recngrize homosexual civil part-
ners 1p~§ I Hawail legalizes same-sex

marrigges, other siates might have to recog-
utze thcm hecwuse of the Constitution’s Hall
faith and credit clause, Some in Congress
have introduk.ec fegislation to prevent this.
Now, anvene who has koown someons
whe hes struggled with his homosexuality
oan appreciate “the poignancy, human pain,
and sease of exclusion that are often in-
volved. One can therefore understand the
effort e achieve for homosexual unions
both legal recognition and social sccep-
tance. Advocates of homosexual guuriages
even make what appears tn be a sound cone
servative argument: Allow marriage 1o pro-
mote faithfulness and monogamy. Thisis an
intelligent and politically shrewd argu-
ment: It might bepelit some people. Bue §
believe that overall, allowing same-sex mar-
riage woukd do significant, longerm so-
cial damage, Iu,u)?ﬂ zing the icm? ardon of
gay and lesbian cnupie& would represent a
pto{ound change in the meaning and defini-
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Issme 8a + 4 Man a

Tia say that sarne-sex uniores are nof Com-
parable to heterosexual marrisges s not an
argument for intolerance, bigotry, or lack of
compassion {although it will be considered
so by some). But it is ao arpument for mak-
ing distinctions in law about relationshipe
that are themselves distinct,

Even Andrew Sullivan, among the most
intelligent advocates of same-sex marriage
has admitted that a homosexual mastiags
comiract will entail 8 greater understanding
of the need for “extramarital outleta.” He ar
gues that gay msle relotionships are served
by the “openmess of the covtract,” aud he
has written that homo*wuals should resist
allowing their “varied and complicated
lives” to be flattened into a “single. sioralis-
tic model.”

But this “single, moraliztis roodel” is pre-

isely the point. The marriage commitment
betwem a man asd a worman does nof—it
cannot-—countenance extramarital outlets,
By definition, § {3 not an open contract; its
essential ideg is fidelity. Obviousiy that is
not always bonored in practice. But it iz
rormative, the ideal to whick we aspire pre-
cicel*' because we believe some things are

bt {faithfulness in morriage) and others
are wrong {(adultery). In insisting that mar-
riage acconunodate the less restrained sex-
“ual - practices of homeosexuals, Sullivan and
. his allies destroy the very thing that suppos-
edly drew them to marri aze in the first

piaik..
There are other arguments 1o consider
against same-sex marriage--for example,

o the signals it would send, and the tmpact of
' such siprals on the shaping of bumasn sexu-
- ality, pardcularly among the young. Former
i Harvard professor E, L. Pattulle has writien
v that “a very substantisl uumbcr of prople
© are born with the potential to live either
Cstraight or gay lives.” Soctetal indifference
T about heterosexuality and homosexuality
L would cause a Jot of confusion.

- A remarkable 1993 arvicle in The Wash-
- ington Post supports this point. Fifty teen-

. agers and dozens of school counsefors and
Sparents were intervigwed. Teens said it fias
- become “cool” for students i proclaim they
Lare gay or hisexual—sven for some whe are
not. Mot supprisingly, the caseload of teen-
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State Has No Compelling Reaso

Bar Same-Sex Unions

Scort Miller

In 1775, Thomas Jefferson said it was nec-
sszary for the American colonies to write a
Declaration of Independence “io place be-
fore mankind the common senss of the sub-
ject, in levmas so plain and Bem as to com-
mand their assent.” As we now face another
crisis i our Lcuntzvs growth-—the baitle
over squal rights for gavs aud lesbians—it
seargs comunon sense is the conunodity in
smallest supply. Feople on both sides need
i stand back and ook at the situadon ratio-
nally, without insults, without false avcusa-
tions.

Most Americans would agree with the
Declaration of Ixidcpaldenw that ol people
are created squal and desexve eguad cights—
unless there’s a compelling reason to deny
them rights {for instznce, people convicted
of crimes do not endoy all the rights of other
citizens). 8o all the clamor about gay mar-
riage aud other gay issues hoils down to one
cancept: Gays and leshians should have the

same rights as straight people, unless
theres a covume?lmg resson to deny them
those rights, In ether words, there'’s o need
m formulate arguments in favor of gay
Americans having equal rights; thevire
Americans, afier all. 1's only necessary to
figare out if arguments agatnst egual rights
for gays are legitimate.

Many of the religious extremists’ argu-
ments against equal rig"’:ts for gays are
based on ose central ides, that the Bible
says homwsexuality is wrong. First, not all
Americans are Christians or believe in the
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Tsswe 8b 4 Srare Has No Compelling

wide, far more heterosexuals than homeo-
sexuals are infected with HIV woday In
1993, 48 percent of American AIRS cases
were gay men. That percentage is much
lower today. And hecause lesbians almost
naver contract ATDS, that means more than
ha¥ of American AIDS cases were heters-
sexuals.

Some paiw"zam ars trying to imduce
panic by warning that, if we aﬁov LaYE 10
maryy, soon people will be marrving in
threesomes or marrving their pets, Some
folks even predict we'll soon have to legalize
pederasty and hbestiality. This iz a smoke
screen at best, rampant garanocia at worst,

The truth is szmpie. Right now i Amer-
ica, some couples can already get marvied

¢ and others can't, the distinction based only
i on their gender-—a woman can marmy 2
. epan, but a man can't. That certainly mucks
“up “and justice for all” doesn't i? Since
there is no group of witizens who can care
! rﬁmﬁiy niarry in threes or who are legally al-
lowed to molest children, no one is asking
for those things to be legalized. Goys and
‘lesbians aren't asking for a new right;
“they're asking for a right 30 percent of the
population &ﬁ'c‘dds/ enjoys.

Toeo of the most bizarrs arguments are
“that gays will receuit children and, slong
with that, if gays marry and adopt children,
heir children will turm ot gay. For those
vho believe people can choose to be gay or
can be "recruited” into being gay, T have one
Gestina—who would ever choose this?
Today's society makes it fough 1o be gay
' casier than it was 20 years ago, bui it's
til} no picnic. Even if zays wanted to re-
it how cowdd thev? To gquote a gay conme-
liae, “What are the selling points?” We have
no rights, and evervbody hates us. Sign up
ere. The people who make these arga-
nents just aren’t thinking.

There’s one point evervone seems (o miss
bout children growing ap in a gay funise-
old. Almost all the gays and lesbians living
wlay gress up with straight perents. One
sok at the real world proves that straight
arents are wuch more likely o raise gav
idds than gay parents are,
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