
16 Divorce 

Consent ative: Finding Fault with No-Fault Divorce 

G L ~ N  T. ST,~TQP</ ''Fi~~~iing Fa11~lt ~i t21 HPG-P~u~~,'' FOCUS an f!ic .F~?:ii!:i 
Citizen.., j a ~ ~ ~ l a r y  15, 196,  pp. 14-15. Repatinted wit11 ggeamissic,n. 

The United States hus one cf gff!re J?ight~t divoxe f i 3 . k ~  iz ?h: r;:~>vld, just bdrirrrii 
Russia. Some farvril'f, policy ;CT~IUPS f e d  fIuf stlites sI:~lild :ig!iPt'~~ di'~;or~;c 12:~::. 

Glenn T, Stlin ntm urgucs, f ' o ~  ex~zw-rplc, that rglling back EL?-fuul f dl'n!ir)~i:e ~.OT:PS 

zvcmL1' provide wemen uC2.h grmter C:COP?.OM;'~C s~?curity and prokcf ::hil:i'r.c~: ,+ilw~ 

finianck,;al lind ~rrn~tii~rnl hnrtfship. 

Todd and Leslie were high-school sweet- 
hearts who married just after graduation. 
Leslie scpgorted Todd thrcru@. six years 
of coilege as he carzed a bacltelcir's 
desrce: then an MB,4. Whets 'Fdd saved 
enou.gh money to start an oil-change busi- 
ness in a nearby totiTn;, I,eslie.;.u-ho was 
busy raising five chi!clrcn by this t i m e  
kept the T>cPoks for her husbanif's new 
enterprise. 

'fie business prospered, gcwing into a 
chain, of eight stores with 50 emplcyc;~s. 
There were dte :tsud bbor poblen~s- 
some substandard and dishonest 
employees were fired-but overal! the 
work crews  were produi-tive, conrtcous, 
and cohesive. Not s4.s with T ~ d d  and 
Leslie; tl~eir marriage disintegra-ated. Out 
of the blue, 'Ydd asked Leslie for a 
divorce. Hr  would not explain why, and 
LesTie refused to give her cr:)nsent. 

1-'odd co~d~lla't be happier with the 
divorce laws in his stale. He didn't need a 
reason-r- Lesiie's consent for d;h;.,t: 
matter---.in seeking a divorce. Leslie, 
hotvever, 3b,ras mortified, as she faced the 
foraudabie <md umpIea.sa.tti- tash uf k t h  

334 MMILY CRISES AKD TE4N51TI<2NS 

finding a dece~~t-~aying .t - job ;.id af!cri$,il:;:;ie 
d~ild-cixw am~tgenrenL5 f x  khei:r. kicjs. 

She four,& it bi-tterly ircl;xti:: ti~;.:fi -i.b:ir$ 
couM iiisol.ue their marriage rrrmre easily . -  

t1.m.n hc could break i3.n eigtrt.-rnmzh .i . . 
empbqmerri agreement with ;in .in~i:::.<::i:.i;r'i:.;;i!' ,. 
shop trsttrager fast z3ea.c .. .... . 

prflj& u / l  ,<:;{&5 <$ '*>?.:>-${y(.k 5. . ... : ... 7 ,  .::-: showhg ~ 3 6 2 ; ~  fw ,Fyi?;g !ire Wlii,lrT8!?::, ... t ? ~ .  lt~..:-:. . . ..., 
. . . . , .. 

klli~zight, E?if  he ~ossn'i i.quiri-'d lo :ha?:: an?;% 
~(2:rause Lo bit;nrce me. ,I ;f& legii?: j?,-9~,BCtf3T:::a ..,.<.:, 
;;arz .x7&'5 )nKflif$;ey ;j,2<!. byj;t!;<t;.5 ; ;;. ,.2:.;<.v ,.?L, .. , +, ..:w 

.. :. .:y< . . ..,.,. r'ha: i .;....I, '... -.-I ..... . ...* . .-...-, 
.::& 

VICTIMS ETYfik'WHERE 

There ale t h i :>s l sau j s  not n?,3Jjisr 
inrliviiiwis like Leslie in Aejexir:;. 

cal:se/ simply because the i a r r  311 



! the dissolution of a nlaniage," wrote three 
2 i law pmfessc;irs iL., the Juzi~uzI ?fhInriagu u ~ d  

tLwF;~;trni(y,' 
: Under a fault-l-~ased system, co - i~~ t s  
: wr3uki grant a di~orce nd;~ ii axe spouse 
i was found gililty of certain arts, such 
!r adultery ox me@, and the other spouse 
'I was found ilulcxent. .l3ivoxce was dw~sd i f  
.;...... both parties were at fault or if &e inrxocent 
. party did not want. the disoxe-further 
7; indication that the state had an ia.rter~~~;t in 
i;., preserving marriage.' . . .. .... .;.:.. 
!.: .... . . . D e t ~ t z r w g  g.r;~lilf L a d  irlraclcence by pro- 
... .:$.. uiding proof-for example, that. a spouse 
?&>. 
-v: ... had been adulteruus-became an ugly 
@:-business, however. 'L,aw;make.rs the 

states had adopted no-f:lrrlt 

law led ti:! a measurable i r r~~ease  in  
Vorce rate" in America.' In fact, the 

divorce rate in the U.S. has ri5en 380 
percent si.nca i97Q.YThis inrreast. i3:is 
glwanfeed the United Stai:es' di;b.i..:ru.s 
disti.rrction of being the md:a.i!<ri:a*i.3.j .. . 
divorce-rate leader in tIte i~ld?rstri;.,'!i;?t?<:i 
world.' 

Eveqi deveir:rpmcnt that raises -tiw :j.i'r;crct? 
rate brings wid?. it misery. kcal.rse dir.l:,rcc 
it.se1f is assucizted with a range c:f :;:.oiial 
patholi3gies, as countl.ss skdies if.gr:~.<>t>. 
strate. T f n g  r,'a~mcil on. Pdmi!ic:: in A~xiericy:, 
a divem gr13up of scholi~xs ii.c.ui crtirir::.us 
academic disciplines, :recently rclessec?. a 
report dilekii1.*q,.lg the f3gu1-e oi the ":i.i.i<>r':p 
~t'voTwtion." They explain: 

Thx! midepl,r!y qf fhg , f ~ i j ] j ~ y g  is to.;!ax&clrwi?;a 
O 

lTh$] r ~ ~ ? ~ l ~ ~ t i o z  izgs c~ fa f ;~?  feyyi& l?g~~:sjzi;:s 
~ L ) T  ~hj fd r~7~ .  I f  hias jerzrrrt?feC ;?noty,iu wiPil:'n 
jartrilies. If 11~s burdmed i 4 ~  tijith i i i~ssr i ; i~~<~f~5ic:  
soc&i ca::b, hfis fi~fIe~7' fc !it?.fi~fv irn 25 gpr'(>i.j;i8:. 
ot grcote~ sdsi? jiappiuc:;s : z r d  i?;???~ ~t:?i;!ti~.+ 
:;hips k t ~ a : r y . ~ !  ;Irzn-r t;:id x~ome-:?:." 

An ovewl?.eb2ng Imtfy of socia!.-scic?n::e: 
data suppr t  Lleir conclusic:ri~: 

* Divorced I~IC'A. and xvonren i>:<p~rii;rr><:r? 
far greater Ireal:tEt pro.oble.rns than ihcir 
rz~aal:r:i~xi or never-marrier;~ coul:.tt?rp7zi.%.'.' 

e A greater n>ur~ber of c!ivor{:c?;:t nwn a::;<:! 
women are adlx~iKed for psychi2tri.:: care 
than mariec:l or r;ingl.e people, ;i:;cf th_hi?b. 
keatments are less SUCCSYFI~.'" 
Chili':sen of t2ivorce do pworer Ix'~ ~ : f ~ c : i o l ,  
exhibit greater bel~aviorni pr{~'oio;ris ;;ti 

home and in .schooJ., and errgage in 
sexnai activiry and cdmica! Feh~~i.r;r. 
earlier j11 life i'cutn d~itilren whosci 
parel-tts rcmaii-t married.." 

e Cornpared with thcrat from I~siast 5a;:i- 
lies, ad.u.lts who e:xperiencc!d clivozrt? ;:\a 
children have poorer ps)r;shdi:,giczI 
adjustnxni; lovier a~:idoecono::lic r;,ttiajn- 
~nrmt, and greater nmrita-al instixbility.:,:' 

judith kYdlersteLz, foamtier and excxu- 
tive dkectclr. 4:rf the C~t:ter for Pile Fm3ijy i : s>  
?i-,irzs&io~~, is en* c:rf few rmenscher.5 r,vilo 



understands not +fit: the statistical. intpct 
but abo the iirnotiond inxpact of di7iorr:e. 
She writes: 

Dkiitrrce I ~ R s  r!j'pIe y@cls t h t  f~i.i~.i? ? I O ~  

f.k family i;rzrolz)cd, hut cnsr nr t i r~  SDCL?~. As 
[rim;] rm-iter ~b~tr<?ed  whe~2 &is tain ~; (z~PP.@E 

t?ro& up, "Eac .~  dizmce ?s the deuth of a b7;rri~Ii 
ciidiz:zilfion." 'filiJ~y; all relaticc.)zshi;vs t;~I-i~?efi~ 
rtie:l atrd wcinii?ri a7.e profoundly i~,fl/'!'uarceii Elj' 
tke high i~cii ie~ice qf Licorce. C l c i l d r ~ ~ ~  fn3m 

irrtact jkrnilks urc ijitfery shout :cdizwrce. 7encher.s 
)?OK a12 oz!eiF tix cct?intr$ tdt' ?pie that tkir s&- 
dm.ts coma f ~ '  S L ' ~ . ~ O [  n?i&-qied fear, sayi-rl:. + 
timt their p ~ r n f s  ~ u z Y Y P ~ L I L J  ti?e night E@C mrd 
~skitzg in terrcv, "Dues tfat wenn fiiiy g a l q  
fr? diZiurceb" R d i c d  ci~i)>i~gei in fitnify life qf$ecf 
all families? hirines, parenis, dz;;ldrm, c~u~t i / l i f?s ,  
nnd mrriia,ces-silently alt~rilrg fh t  %:in! 
fabric uj the tvfix ~c)~kty ."  

iZrmed with such research, pro-family 
leaders EIelj.eve they can persuade state leg- 
blai-ures to roil back ~ ~ c ~ f a u l t  dlvorce laws. 
One! od their initid targets is Rlichigan. 

State Rep. Jess:ie Lkhan, R-Hnllmct, is 
the.? chid sponsor of a package of bills that 
wodd restore divorce law in hf ic~gan eo a 
fa.rrlt-based system in cases where there i s  
not mutual consent k:@r the divorce, VIP 
Rlichigm Fa1~1:ily Forum IMFF), a prc- 
iamilg group, d i l ia td .  with Fotxrs on the 
Fcundy, e~:Ih.~jastica11y su,ppors this biz 
and h working diligently to enlist support 
among legislators. 

"Ou immediate g c d  in this effort is to 
restore ,%me tdstice to an arena of >flaw that 
is tenibly unjust, and to kegin a dixussion 
of the negative irnpact divorce has an. chil- 
dren and adults," said Dan Jan<s, research 
and public policy- c:rj~~dinatur for %IFF. 

Another state pro-F~mily group,, t:lle 
Rocky Mouratain Family I-"ou~~cll in Col- 
orado, is plarrcing a three-!rear initiaiive 
against no-fault. 'The fi ts;  step would 
encourage a seric:)us public discussion 
regarding the problem of current divorce 

laav- Second, the cotw..cil will seek to 
reduce divvrce by lle!yi.n,s s ' h u ~ h e s  ~ ; ! x F :  

effectively couns<-.l couples en:er.ing n::ar. 
riage. El the third. step, the cuixr!t:.:l :,c-iii 
encc.-cage introduckii-,n i:tf dWcr<:e-~elt:}r?:~? 
legislation. in the Colorac:iv st;?i<ri ieg;isl.::,.. 
trare. 

"N.+fa:.-rlt divorce bar; sps-vV,::ed an entirc 
gi.i:eration of bxa.ken ia.rr~ilirc and. hr<::kcxq 
hearts; E;~irt there ntay yet be tio-it? .t<:i reacil 
the next generation," sa~id 'Tcm MrZ\;f:I:i!;n:n: 
exe~xtiye <ciir~:ha of the Rwlil;.. Mmrntai:I 

l y  . FtunSy Council 2nd a Iawye!: " r t  t.;e cs: jpi  .. .. 
pecple's eyes c l f f  cf themseim+,s ,a314 :into 
ci3dren, we believe we can achieve wi:- 
sensus abotxt the cfestsr,cr:ivcn~tsf of 
di~orce." 

1. Paul A. Piakenezny, R.<~.oberi DD. Shul: and 
Jc'.wph Lee Rodgcrs, "The Bf f~x t  uf NcrFz~it 
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; a e s  ~JI Axneria'~; Znstihrte for hex ican  Vducs., 
i 1995, p- 3. 
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; mna( kt'KLl-Beir;.g: A Literature Review," F a ~ ~ i l ~ i  

&Rtions, lWt31,4437-102. 
: 10. Ccxsmbs, 1911. 

d l .  P a d  h a t o  and B. Keith, "Pasental EXvc?n:e 
md Well-Being of Childrerr: A A4eta--4nalysis," 

i l-'sycholo$ical Bulktin, 299L 1.10:2&46. 
12. I'aul.4mato a3d 13. Keith, "Paei~t-?J Divoxe 

i a%d Addt  Wdl-Bt3ng AMek-Arr;d>rsis," J L L U ~ ~  

o,fA&m'ase aprd !he Famity, 1991,53:i13-48. 
13. Judith S. CtW.ierstt3n ar.d Sandra BIak~lee ,  
S m ~ n d  Chnces: Men, Wmntln and Chi1d~dz a 

I Decfldf A.#c? Diz,orce [New \(ark: T~cknur. & 
Fields, 1%0), p. xxi. 

CRITB&9t f HlAiKlNC QUESTIONS 

3 .  Wh~i, according tn S-tantor:, sfrutrld we 
tig8tten r:o-ii~uit di;/u~e ta*4.s? Sh<;:~kf 
elin~inntiz. them aitcgether? 

2. No-fault opp3nens  argue that the partner 
who wan$ to keep the mo:riap,e intart 
shoudd have the legal rig!:: to do so. V$fk !~ t !  
however, aborrt the Iega,al r i g k  of the >wife 
or h~sband who iviIr!k ?G ursd the rnarriagc:~? 

3. Stanton rnairtt~ins that divnl-ce-ref~rr-n leg- 
islation would decrease the neaaeivr ..~ 

irnpx"t'of divorce on chiidren and dr?uIt~. 
Ilowe;<er, wt.~;it kirrcis of problems !-rligi-ir: 
such legislation create? 



..s. ... . ~ . .  ,..,.. *.'. :.:, -.. 
8;; 
*... .. &':+. . 
;:A':.. ..... 1 6 D ivo r c e 8:; :$<,:::,.' 
.z. % ...,.,. :,.. . .~. g;.:; 
). .. 

<&A. pt:, ,..... 
:&Si'. :. 

.- *<,. LiberallFeminist: Why Women Seek Divorce 

DME Ku'I~z, For Xic!ler, Y,Y I3ucr-e~: hlcfhem Confront Di~.c?rce (Ncv~~ j:oz.k: 
Routleilge., 19.5), p p. 46-62. Copyright @ 1995. Reprocixrced by pexn:issiun 
of liou.thx2ge, Hnc. 

th ~ Z L W  prmiol~s selec;7t?0?1s IT? this ~h42~7tf~ i l l t i~d~liL(~, i :e?~~f~~r?i~th!~,~ 282 ce;i- 
tf.i:sts ,c.i~~r ~Iiz?fi~ce 2s one of j:hc major causes offunrily l?,?r&ioz~;n. in t :< ;~ i r t .~s t ,  

ny Iia;ler2ls, ~s~cckd~~~fer?zia%ts ,  scc ddlzforcc r ~ < ;  a ~~)lakjir?~ fc $iaily bi-filki.iri?l~?:. 

nie Kurz's rcsemch ~ ~ O W S ,  f ir  ~xal;.g?ie, flrnt fkuc a3;s { ~ i . g ~  ,vzajor' re;isfi;iS r i>j l~~ 

u n h q ~ y  ~wur.hg_a.s: ,5t:ek divorc~~s: prsrnnl rlissnri~/i:~cti,;?x~ ~;~P~KY~CI , .  

I;;,." a ~ d  Ih~4r  ~ z ~ s ~ ? ~ x Y ~ J s '  :fifi&b'it~,{.* 

ificant differences between PERSONAL DZSSATIBF,2CTIBN 
~ i .  dames. T3e 
hr .[nore Ekcly I heb& my &sassion of the errdjng of ihe53? 

tite f:>eyScnd disat is- marriages with the category i> f  whal i >ti3 vai: 
or Uleir divorce, .cvkilr caUed "perso t1.a; clissa tisia.i'tion," riince this$ 

heir clal;s psition, ?he more the;y ~1teggl-y is &jest to tile of cli:;s::i:i:j.. 
leaving because of violmce. l'aclicin that co.tltenporary obsenws iiavt. 
g" divorces were nlom preva- sz id  rnotkarc flmerical-cs to divorce. T ~ C J  I t :  

wt:rking4ass and poverty- percent of wxnen i r i h  lei? their ~.ani;!ze; 
ere si@ii'csnt./ mare IE?~ i ~ _ i a s ~ ~ ~ ~ t  oof pet-sonal dis.i,atisfi?ctrior: 

white WDF.~~.  Tlzere stated LJlat: they "Uidr:'t love t1w:ir S I U S ~ Z L * ~ ~ ! ~  
J.iy sibpifi<xnt r:!iffer- an:,mo.re: the conun~:iz~tiu:~l i?. th.ei;. : [x i : : -  

vmmen in Ir.rm~ of their ridgi'=; t v i ~  :?.Ot g;><?d; fhcy fa'~ghf I.OU O i t f : ~  
" ,  with d?.eir h : ~ ~ b i > i ~ d ~ ;  their I>:IS~ZIII~~G 1:3d 

been too cot~kruiEng; or the). were tiieri of 
carr-jkg emotiot:al h a d  d i31.e mar- 
riage. At the same time t;-.a=at they cited a 
variety of ia.ct~rs as ca;ll"ii.al ts the e:otfi:~<-v ~ r ; f  

inter.r:esv, iiunng 1 1 7  their rnamagrs, however, ivorner. ;.SG 
, . 

sanipie t:f 129 rnothers who i&ntj.fitd c&a:irt patterns !:e. separ;?.::rc::.n. 
f i o r c ~  ki~rcugh the Philadii$ia Fan-rjiy pafiiC(da7.iy the h p o t . r a n c e  oi 

=t of the rwpndent.5 were cu:?ite iir biack. 
pardc. Xto ml:ther,s ilduded rnib~.lle-chs+, A few women. spoke in g-endr2r.r-neutr;i! 
??&, woT~ng-class, povi?w-ie~/i:~ term5 about rvhy- they Ieit !:lreir ncuriag;cs. A 

33-year.-old wErite secrr:k3.ry, mLvTied IT.;-el-ve .-. - . . . . -. . .. -. .. 



years, n-rentioned lack of co~.nmw~ica t io~~ in 
her nzarriage. A 31-year-t?ld i ~ ~ m a n  from a 
s in r i l i ~a  back,p>and =id tkat she and her 
husEr?;nd. q u ~ d  a2 the lime: 

One of the problems t.i.i:l: my e.x-hrsi>anu' was 
t3at 1v.e c';idn.'t. com[n~wii~te ;e+138. I _guess we 
i?ew jwt iiifferen:. fledidnrr+& much and he 
was very mi.w>dy, 1 had to plan wizen I w0131d 
3)~ things to Nm. Eie &d use i imgebu t  we 
a11 did, ow gmerafioa. . . . Brut fhzt w;~m't  M e  
maw of i>ur comu~ira t ion  pvb1.m:. 

A 41-:year-oId wt;rkix~g-cliiss f-lispznir- 
woman, nmrxied sevenken years, raid that 
she did not like or respect her l~usba.nd. She 
dai~ried he had .squandered &.ek money on 
bad b.r~siit%s ventures, and she did.n't trclst 
.him any nrore: 

1 went to xnarriage cozmefi.ng anxiad the 
time of the separatitr,. . . . It t\i~,41l't hulpfid, I. 
Ii;n~w the mrri;ige was done. I-fe had sold 
the h<!use he bongl-t with Ms :%other right 
out fmr, uzdt?r iwr. . . . I fhuug>.t if he dces 
trhdi to her, what B he gc:c;isg t i >  do to rxe? 

Most vf these wr:rinen, however, $gave 
what T. caU "se-enderecl" accounts of how 
their .miirriag2d5 ended. By pendttreci T tnmn 
tkat -wornen describt.3 leaving tlxzir mar- 
riages k c a u s  of b~hasirxs assnciatd with 
&e convei~kiozlal. male role. Typically  the^ 
is a diuisida of 60.2s !abor by gender, with 
;somen assrro~ing emotional e ~ e t z k ~ ~ ~ ;  
functions and men expected to t 3 ~  the 
primary bread wii~~.ters. h adtiition, despite 
nwtns E / : ~ V O T ~ I L ~  equaliky in rnaziagc, men 
cftm still cnn&~)l dc~isicn-making in the 
family. Gefidrr, of course, p@m.ea%s 
wcial interactions. '4s fc)an Scott. notes, 
gender is "o constitutive element of .social 
re1ationsh:ips based an perceived ciiffer- 
ences between the sexe.5, and a . . . primary 
way 5f sig&;ying ~Iationships of powa."" 

Piwt, women mentioned their e:i-hus- 
bands' controlling behavior. One 31yeax- 
old white > ~ d d l e - ~ l i i ~ ~  *vomclnl a n  
administrator who had beell nlsrried for 
eleven yecars, felt that Ixcaose of her ex- 
hushand's contioliing behavior, she. codd. 
not gartici,pate i-I d e c i s i o n - n ~ a k ~ ; ~  dr~ing 
the 

I I& I h  . . . he wasn'I pky~icai[y abssivt~, :.;. L- -* 

I1.e was e~.ufisor,I~y abusive. . . . I, d.id;?'t ',ik 
how he n l ~ d e  a2i tile iiedsi:!xt$. I - k  ,i:.>p.-tv 

argued very li!+cdIy ;v?.th .V*.IIA~ X .j<\:d. Sci i 9. 
always seemed :rke i ,%:ti ditS.r\;i iank., 
se%w and what he :=id ~4~6s right. I just <;tin' 
has7e n5p9ct .fix hml anyrntms. I thi:)upl. t i..:mi 
a.nd hard. abut Ica:ik~e,  fa^ <:v::y a yi?,,i:,I i+i?c 

<, 

kc? get T&II into colnjselir~g. 1-jc:. - w e , t  1311i' 
Cid11't RiiI!~:  pari!~pafe. A.r;d v;hcri g+z: 
home it was just tae %mi? ftring. 

%me '~sork:ing-dass i+.c.rneir alvu .qx:l.,t. o: 
their ex-l~rlsbands as Seixlg too t:r?wtriil.ijmg: 

I marrid. him :.;hen I was yousxg an?! durn??. 
1 had. ;s. xh(~Iarshil? a+ Ili.ic~,l r~:riuer.i:ti:t~j i 
O > X J ~ ~  h i i r r e  Lake!: br;,t I x a r r i e d  bir3: i.!sti?;ii!. 
He a!so wanted to cnntroi ewrythitip shr;? 
my &e. 3 e  ti> cr?ntn~l my frie~:?:;, :xy 
timcl. i3Gy~ar-oIS black 117;II:%, z?;i i ,~~8 I.:>i' 
p '  ,~t!wx! vearr; witjn two ch.iLdrc;'n j 

kro..ond, avonj.en stated that they di<:i ::ut 
get enough cjmrx,dund suppcrt 5c,n: tPlciu 
husbands. A 3>yecw.olii wll:ite p~y:hiiti.ri~t, 
v~ho Ilzd been rnarr;bed ilinr: veixs: sprrko 
abou:t the k5u.e of emotionaj :i.,ryi:l;:i~t- iz~. 
v e q  gendurrd terms: 

I had t~ do ail. the m w i i r ~ r 7 a Z  w o d  i : ~  the r~kr.. 
tionstlip a0.d I wasn't ge?r-luls a::ytking i?;>i:k. T . ,. ~ a y  tried nlake it w-<!rk f<!r j. cc;rlpie i i ;  

?:as. 1 kept tt&&-*g that ii ~ : 3 u l 3  ~:h:i~:;;r?: 
&r if I J.id the i.i$t thirrg t3c wor;>t.j. b::coine 
17;~mc . . ?~ l&<~na) j~  ;jc$isc a!;d re:;:x>njj~;i: +, rbr: 
~l:-lati~nAip. We went to therapy brit- kt.' =fcc.s .,.s 
didn't SKXI to .o:hngr?. Fimify i tcid ki:r; i 
vi-ai~ter! IGm k<> leave. 1.k: was x .~ey  <:.n!;:p: 

I h e w  I .c~r:idi:'i ,3tay with sr:!:?:imfir! -ih: hc: 
was s) completc4jr unsu-pp,xuvi:. El!:. cv,;:i 
only Icx.x,kir$f: out f ~ r  whnt'x-il5 gc:c;ri i%:>i, biz?:. 

. - 
I don't th3r;k aH me.1; are ttw salnc, bi!? : 
believe it was w ~ y  :~aIe  beha>:i;jr. 6 ~AC:;:; kt 
-c.,xs ' l n ~  that. he ~~i~;n't getiirl.- -<irlc,r& w .. c j .  . . . ,  
gmoriunal atlr?.ni.ion. FU.;?, bt'<:ar?se 'AT:: %it: 

re:eatky Fail a baby. ,4nr! then be!::~i>ie ! b ~ ~ ; ' : :  

back to schooi. 

I-want a sugyorti-l;c? ,~i3rj~:l:&j;>, C:xli! x+;?:er? 
ran give support- and get Ai;upr.ol.t. 51: 
11u~bzd  thf?~~$?t 3 man was ..;ucy~.~)5c<:r it, t.: 



u, 
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a good provider and t.bt wit3 it. I want more 
:*..? '... 
.A. ... >. 

-titan that. I want a real reLMonship. 

Third, a small nurntwr of wmmen v ~ i c e ~ :  
discontent with their hrisband,~' fd2:m to be 
adeqt~ate encugh prov%f ers. These ~ ~ o ~ 1 e 1 1  
;ue dissmter-rt& because their huubancls Pze 
.not working, or  are not working bard 
enougk T h c s  who are them.wlt-es working 
for pay are priicularly unl~iyp);. One ~11i te  
middle-class worniul, a ~@ste.leri n ~ , ~ w ,  
statrd she ;!eft hex husbard hecause he 
remained ~lnemployed ttrrou.@nt the mar- 
riage. She ciainled that he acctlmulateif 
debts ar-td smoked a lot of marijuana, and 
that he didn't spend time with the children 
or help her take ca.re of them. One wornm, 
a 35-year-vltl white ,?niddie-cl.ass mother of 
hvo, who was rna~ri.ezl for hvelare years! felt 
that her husband did not try hard enough .to 
be SU~C~SM in his tvork: 

He i s  hitter. He Peek he got Mcked out :I: was 
me that wai~kd the c2livorct.. I didn't loire ?&I 
mymore. I didrt't respect him anynlore. He 
didn't .have a1-y a~nbitj.tm. I had to redly pr3,s.h 

. to iinprovc! his bssinet;s. 

a n  F e m e  note3, in accordance 

f !>ow her divorce 5vas 

ry. Eveq-thing was fine or he arzs 
aqqry. He used his anger to c~ntrol. 

me. I would really b~g Lci pwvi?nt it. 

. . 

If I could tell it tvas c:oming, i vwould 
things ic: p~c.t.ent it. 

I rvi-:s very .h-igh;htt.11eS by tile end. illy 
friends were fiighk~:ed ti,:!. He  w t ~ l d  tirntu 
and r l fstrcy things. My ihzghter wa:i wiiliy 
upset ton. She &oq$t, if l ~ e  ;;a:: thr:,:.i files;e 
things, what: can haptxn tc me? 

A 38.-year-old black senior cr:inxyrr.ter 
pmgxam ar:alyst stated tlnat dre decision to 
e1-4 her maxiage was mutua!; ~rcl~rrier-i ft.?r. 
nine ye2ra she h c ' ,  wperjenc:.ec? a lo: o i  ;:ic:;- 
lerrctl before and d-t):ring the marri;nge.. 5he 
thought th.e e?pzsatio.n wonlci be pescel:~:? 
but fowd othel~&~e:  

When we first  sepurate:f it was by ~riur~:~X 
a,melxesC anti I th-uughi 11 wt;u!xf hi: ami- 
cable. But :he ~vould c:?:ne over a ic)r arlJ 
hari3ss me in A1 kirlds ~ 3 f  WZVS. Like wl'i~!n h.:: 
used ti c013:e tc3 the hwsr !~c i*.c?ubl go tn mi. 
bedrt:t:m and rurrunagr throi.1g.h ITLY < i~z ,~ t ? r s  
and throw d l  the t:l~thfi GC niy bid. I%c 
'v;orSd :a?, "I want to find cut ahurrt y ~ u r  
kwt? lit*." Ele's driven. arwmd my mi:Ctic-..r':; 
house. 'll~ey'rc! a h i d  of hiin. TI!evJvit never 
dealt with a persox like I;irr,. . . . I%e aI~nijst 
i s ~ t ~ s e d  ne to lose my jcih. t-le real?< I3i>raS$<!~I 
people ;a? my tvcrkplzce], inc.bt>ding Lhe 
p a d .  

In these cases, the report 01 a "~>;II:U:LI.I" 
dccisfol; to Izreak ~rp may cc,r~rea! t-rocbied 
c i n ~ ~ : m s t m c ~ s  that ale  far Eroxn mr;tuai, a:nci 
that reflect imbalanced power ~ 1 a k i o ~ s .  

\Vk need to know more abvrd whcn 
wzrmen see their husbands as t u ~  contrr.:;i- 

dnce women raked this issu.e irr z!! of 
the categor;,es. S ~ n l e  wornen, like this 39- 
year-uic! black trchnj.cian who did nc3f , u ; i ~ ~  
a r r a ~ o n  why hrrr rn~uriage mxde:f, descrikbi%\I 
explicit ~vs?ntrulEng Sehavior: 

VJhen I tu3s mu~ ied ,  I stayeci in. I was hcme 
with m); s n  mb Ire was aI~fa)ls ur-lt. We sai:!: 
/,- r r o ~  slxuulif be .hrzme with k5.e baby," 

A 35-yra~-c>ld 'ctMe c1eri:a.i wcirhcer  hi, 
left. her htc;band of sixteen ;ic:.arS becazsr ::il 

his USP of dmgs stated: 

My ex-husl.ai:d always got his way ever: 
d ~ r i ~ g  our  rnax%age. I-le'd a&. zz:e auh,3? :i 
wasted k:o do abollt sonxethixrg. '1'h.e~. he'd bo 
it Ms way. Tnux i f  I saLi an;;i&ng he'& get 



angry. He'd say, 'W&, I asked p u  what you 
wanted." Yd be totidly stuck. I just couIdn't 
wix. 

Other women, like f i s  49-year-old rPurldle- 
class white wol.mn who I& her 1xaband of 
ten yeus because he was &ng iurrother 
vlm'man, desc+&d a more indirect kind of 
control.. 

h my mnarriage I was afraid of sayig what I 
really thou+:.!t I-fe ct>rald aalv~ays jmt leave. 
Even at 36, knowing everyt.I>mg I hw; I sf i l l  
walked on eggshells about that. . . . I am 
much beftgl. now than I was 'rvhile we were 
nrarried at telling hirn wM,hat I think 3Ie's 
rroody and aLm he can always 14.n in an 
argument. W3en we were married I wed to 
bite my lip and not say an,vtl*g. 

IPIolhg data sllo%*r women want more 
ec11lalii-y iz ~ntadage.. while men think there 
is enough. €he group of rewa~ltem believes 
that the divoz~ed population includes a 
higher percmhge af men xv.ho have m-tore 
i:raditivml gender-role attitucie-2; and woxrr~n 
who have nontra&tion6?1 views. They argue 
that pal"ci~darly &me women who LT :in 
the paid kbor force are r:otv in a p s i t i o n  to 
1eat.c. a relationship in they view their 
hushds' demm.& as unfa~: 

Ir! this sample, 7Q percent of women of aL1 
classes and races experienr:~d tcio1ence at 
khe hax& of their husbands at least once. 
Fifty percenk of women mperiex~ced t.ia- 
lence at least two to three times. Wtsmeis 
were asked tu check off on a k t  f ie  a c b  of 
t3oIence which they a d  dreir htcibands 
committed during their maxiage, and the 
ficquej~cy of their use c.f -violence. TIxe list 
hcltrded: throwing tirings at a spouse,, 
p~fihing, slawng, kicki~rg, hihi-~g, hating 
up, tl~naat&g -4th a kcfe or gun, and 
using a knife or gun. Of the 7@ pacent of 
w m e n  %?rho reported vi.ulence, 16 percent 
rt.por+ed &at the t.lolexce o c m l  only 
once; 13 percent reported that it occurred 
tu-o to three rviti~nes during &e marriage; 37 
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percent reprrrrted that the violence tc~rsk 
gbce more than thwe h~:,s, or d-tat Phere 
was one xrinus inc5derrt of vioienci>; iaf-rrl 4 
pwcmt that thet-e was violel-trse d~~ring the 
scpartbfiirrn ody. A:rr incrridezt i:~f v-iolcnce 
tvas comidered " ~ ~ o r z s "  :if a wi>man said 
she had been "'seaterr zlp" or she had su.5;- 
ki~sed a physical injury." 

The accounts tof these i.ic:lnlell resunaie 
with fear an J pak. One ran easily inuginc. 
how the children wiro witnessed this v:ir>- 
1,elsce weR very feCvful an? deep';:' aad- 
dmk-4.. At the satne time, ;r quiet co:xrij,ge 
m.m tfrroug31. the accounts of thi5e ?\,:ornsn 
as they asessed (.be casts a r ~ J  benefits ol 
sta,yirrg in h e - r  mamiage2,. 

l a r i l e  many women in the sarn1:le ex:ix:- 
rienccd violence, those who stiited. khdsrt I - k q  
separated bemu.* of the vi.dmce ha.tf e x p -  
rienced mu& mure s a 5 v ~ s  pi1ysici3.i \rir:r- 
].ewe tthcrr~ avcnten who gave csi:l3ex .rea.soa 
for sepinratiirig. Many of thew ~wurnen s:n1:533 
that &ey left their hrj,sba~ds afi:er a garticu- 
b d y  serious fight. Some %sumilr?., slic1.i. as 
this 41-yea-old tvhite wo?kirrgclass 
m~kher of t v a ,  felt i J ~ t  their ii~;+!.s cnt~lr.i 
haw betm in a2~rrgr.l.: 

it bx~k a year fix the scpardion ti> corn? 
t k ~ u g h .  I filed. WE! , ~ ~ > ~ i r t ~ d  f<!r i-5~ jr3:~t t i i ~  

after he h a t :  me up. :It .w% AVofbi>x'~ Eay. He 
heat an? up in h n t  of the kids axrd h.ki 
prefifs. F was real{)-/ .med th.er>. I tt?o:j.gkt, : 
"if he'll do this in kont of them, wla-t fi1ule: 
he do next?" I hail to get a p:tect%n t>rJer . .. .: 

tire time 31nd that ccfit $XO. . . 

Mie had k e n  gokg  kr a cssumc!or: . . . 'TJ'.?:.' 
therapkt cG4ied me one n i ~ ~ h t  afid 6;iid ig 
come ngilt over :tie *ud,%-fi::w hoibinli:.. 
dopsxt't how right horn ~ ~ ~ f i r i g .  He (:~111:'@ . . - he b i.i&r- Ys.>u'$ bett.f:r get away. HE::; 
could Mj y~irx." I n ~ w  belity;~ that Ai  the;:,.: 

. .. 
time I tftmgkt he W U ~ L  ~til i l  ck.mgt:.. . ..,. . .. ..:, 



1% separated aitcr a big fight T V ~ R  he was 
ph.ysi.caUy abusive. Erst I went to the Emrtr- 
gencp Room. Then I wrrtt to the Poiice 
Rormdhouse. The police came Lu the I!c;)t~se 
and made Idan Ioave. . . . I got a rcstrahip 
order. I t  lasted for a ~Jrholr year. 

'mere was viule~cs comtantiy far the 10 
y e m .  It would awUy happen on fhe ~+-eek- 
ends. iYt~ w-odd fight ot~eer m a l l  things l i b ,  
2 he wodd go otlt on Friday, H word6 sap I 
vv-ant to go out OE Saturtiay. Zjut slowly over 
the yraw so~~iething was clicking i ~ s i d e .  I 
said to n~ys~lf, "Ate you going to let sorneoni? 
else ntn your life?" 

Intrrz?ie~mr: So what made you reahze ahat 
. yo11 x.antd to get out of this rd,3tic.nshitip? 

I have thought about that a bt. %jome?cxty 
told nit? p w ~ i e  uxhen~e on others but you 
xhcme or, yoe;rseX, Jon'twint to hurt 
or disappint other people. So instimi I get 
hurt. Alw, there ~vould br? n~crmsior~s .  
Where rmdd I go with tlhee ddldnm? I 
didn't want to go back to my n:othr?r's. I get 
a h n g  with my mof-her b13.t if I went ho~i~e it  
would be at! I had been a i~iih~re. 

exxall;~ assaulted hey 
jag*. She fl~d a rrrim- 
r ex-h:~sband, wha is 

ask won-tan left 

I couj.&'t do that for m); 

ed the marriage wasn't 

g at the poverty-levei., 
er of one, mixmied six years] 

o watched their hus- 

frightening. This ,=-)rear.-old white .mic!tlle- 
class mother of two! who ow:n.etl a:rici ran ;3. 

busincs with her i?.usbarrd, tlescxiben I-us; 
violence: 

I Y V - ~  Lhe one w h o  Lft. My ei(-hwhil!x3. had a 
terribk kern-per. He r:,sed viclmce a Lut. He 
didnil hurt: n.e p!~y;imll.y very i;~z\ildi i:~? he 
destroyed prc'pert:;~' Ict. He R ~ M :  eft tile 
hzndle a lot. Hi? was alsc? ;xl:i>bo!ii;. I-5e hatl 
zrn expi:,sj.vc? ?.nary ler!:~:er: 

HARD-LIVING 

Seventwn percell of women gave "llard- 
living" as tlre reason fer the ending sf their. 
marriage. "IiLarci-living3 is the tern1 f<r;seph 
Hcrstvefi used solme time ago te describe 
certain Ixhaviurs, suck .i:s Zreavp d1:ix-,ki,klng 
and. f req~ent  aI?sex~cer f r ~ m  i11.e family 
'1.i7h~h men, pi~rt-ic~tlarly worlirlg-clas and 
poverty-level merr, exhibit when t.h.ey irlel 
frustrated by un?sti.ible wurk i.o:nd.itions and 
big1 unen~.plu);rnent. Since Howell first 
d.acribed hard-living, taicohol abtlse has 
continued to plague men ti) ith x~e.a.k 
en~ployment histories. Hard-2ixrinp is 
asually associated v:ith male belu,vicrr. 
Lillian Rubin ~xrgces that .%:me m m  con- 
tinue to w e  alcohol as a ~vP.); of coping wit21 
unexxployrtt.e:~t 'md Katheril~e N<?i~irnar, 
stre5sw h " ~ t  aIcol?ol abuse is assc~iateil 
with the doavx:warrf ~rzohility and jc?b i:>se 
cruity rrrT ~ r ~ a l e  wmkes at all scxio-em- 
nomic le:7ek."t is in~p:>rt;int, however, 
IGgPJight t l ~e  a d e  of gender in hard-li-v:irtg: 
more often than get, i t  is wt3nrerr wh;~ are 
k11.e victims c?f tizes~ !sehaviors. . . . 

iLfost of d ~ e  women '1.vi3i-i left becstise i:.f 
.tlleir ex-hrasbacds' use of ilnigs or aicohni 
found kheir hzsbantl,~' behavior very trr:il.r - 
b h g  and. paA3ctrlc"nly dismptive of i;irr.dly 
life. The majority- of vyYc3men whc; repcrted 
leaving their marriages for reasons of 1:a:rtl- 
living a.re worhng-slass and 1>overt)r-iess..I 
womerl, aathotlgl~ a few midde-class 
:women reported. that their ex-husbazda 
abused ajcohoi, arid one that her e : ~  
husband wed  drugs. Said one vvrun~arz 
li.ving at the poTerty level: 



He's still ar, alcohoLic and he's still int<to 
drugs. 7'l:at was the prublem in 0u.r marriage. 
,%t first he'd .k gone o m  t$$J a month. I 
~~ iOl31f i  stay up  ~Gght i.int~+~g aild he 
w d d   COP.^ in at 6:30 the morning artd 
t&e a shower i3nd Ieave. I didn't realize ' ~ ~ b i j t  
it was at first. ??-ten it became maw a td  nmre 
frequent and he was gone a w!~eL bt . . . i t  
sbrtr3d getting to the hds. {,%-year-oId whit? 
b~,kkcep~?r, nmother of two, ma,+eti. Wdve 
years] 

In some of these cast! the husbands al.so 
ustd violence: 

I-.I* kicked m.e out of the hmse, violently It 
was our hcuse. By the11 there was a lot of ;io- 
[ a c e .  Things Aado't heen that way to str3rt. 
Pni5ally these was ncri:e. BL;~ around the L%e 
m s  son was born 1 noted :le -was acting f u m y  
I didrl't he:+- wiut  it was. 1 thought maybe 
he was jealous of the b a b ~  bcatxse I was 
paying the baby nlore atterltion. But then I 
cane to reilize it was cintgs. [33-yesr-.dd 
white setc:reka-y; mother td orle. mrried sevez 
years] 

Tfie wornen IhieI't> yartim?rrlarly concerned 
about the effect: nf drugs on their chilcire11: 

I IA~ZIS rrarrir36 a long time. TI-Lings weril f ? w  
kir six years. 1% got along pretty well- Then 
b.e deciked he wanted ot3.er wornen- l3.e 
w<mt~3 a wife ilnd rr gkIfrienC. But I .cii>r~'t be 
nmxhs ~ v a .  I told him good-bye ;md yood -1 kt.&. I also found out d~u-k'~g &e kist &?ighcr?c?x! 
months o f  our marriase amat he was seIlizg 
&~gs. Then X knew 1 wanted out. That's rn, 
way to rake a drild. [SB-year-old biaclc 
middle-chss office manager, mothe of ow, 
nm-rid &ft.atn years] 

tt'omw aka reported that their ex-l-rus- 
kands were rarely home These women say 
their husbands never took an): respm- 
bility for Lhe marriage, %me me11 "hung 
out" on the streef with otl~ex men. -!%id 
[uneJ white wvrkii~g-clas~ wornlaln- 

I k&.ed him out finally. The problenl was he 
6 . v ~  x;.eve?- hexe. He was always .n;itfi his 
fI*l;ertds. He -cvork&, but then iw wudr~uld gu 
out. Or dl his f~iends ruuuki k here. %me 
times I ~'orlld wake up in the morning and 
his .himds woujd Li: here. He was like a big 
kid, 1-Ie 9x8 didn'l want to be z~~Tid. .At %rs1 
tve bad maniet3 f & ~ d s .  But then 13.e m~ile 

This pcjwrty-lexief. won.dn dja:rgll.i iia 
husband was ':fi>oiit~.g around" oit~ej 
women, He was a h !  son:eii:mt.s r.ri~?ie:?-?i 
t i > ~ a r d ~  her: 

Most cf &J time nt. hmSar:d warirl't cverl c7.t 
h.ome. He wadd go out with. prc-i:p:j c!f 
people and strew arcumi. Somiltinies he war; 
t.jn1mt when he came h ~ n - ~ e ,  1 think he was 
@It).. I2 B ash& ryyheril hti'd bt-yz, he'd get 
mad, IP I didn't ,2sk., he'd say I ditIn'~ ::are, 

He t v ; ~  ..one ~veek~!nds at a time. X w;:s at 
nly ZIO~~CT'S most af the marriege. Oze tiS11~ 
1 went back for six mtmtl~s but it :lidn't w:?rk, 
TP was teme. Z got ar, addiction. I used to 
d ~ t ~ k  and tab 't';~lium just to far:get he was 
thwe. [ wish he had p s t  ie8, [?6-y~<ir-i:ld 
wiuke mmother of two, marrii!d six years] 

Eleven perce~tt of the T)vrcx:len in the 
sampie szid their h~r3kl;:nds were r,eve:r 
ak-ou:nd. 'Their connrnents ?XIA:: ,:r@flr~t 
gender ddiffe~~-~ces ht connmitnent to ihe 
fZlaliJy, 'r:ilz"iocs studies of p~vr.riy-Ie<itl i i ~ i i i  

working-class marriages indicate th;ai btr:;.. 
ba3-tds md wives :have seprake iei;;urc;;-.iilme 

. . 
;~&vities: #and t3ut some men in these krr:,:- 
". ues pr~fer ic? spend their leisure tiifxi* fr.ater.. 
nixing with m ~ J e  fried% rtol sb:yi~.:< . ~ t -  
horne.' 

OTHER. WOMEN 

Nineteen percent of the 3von:en reporitxi 
. . h ' ,az t clrr ex-husbands were invuiveri wit!>. 
akl~er women.. T n s e  wonter-I desc;-itx.d ~ W C )  

mewx~.i .Ends of ex,periencej Olie grwi; 
of ~vomen stated they .5vers,.r left. by !:heir ex- 
husbands for (::.d~er wcmerr. TI-cere vm:n-zen 
sdderd a bt of: emotional pairr. A Fl...yedl. 
OM white n~.id&e-&~ss Fvonxan with tw::: 
college-age cfiBdre.:~ who hiiti been nzirzier: 
jar t:.zenly-sen yea:m said: 

,%f?rr he said he was Icarixrg f'cr aaobr!? 
woman X was i? vc??,: v e r y  bari shape. X wen? 
Blto a dep~ssion. It c:jnirirl-ued inti) 3le :ippi- . T 

ration. kiie were ia L ' U U R E P ~ ~ R ~  t~gvii~crr sn(! 
ww in along at t.he same ti.r.c. 1 FCFX::E~I:.I' 
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suffered a lot and it can't be measwd or 
weighed. It's taken a toll. 

i A 31-year-OM black teacher with a two- 
.: year-old child explained how i t  was whesc 
i h a  haisband said hr was l e a ~ ~ g :  

It was a horrible experience. I was an an 
i unpaid maternity leave. 1 was a new mcther. 
i I Itad k e n  hoping things wctlid w ~ r k  out in 
: the n~arringe. 5% had been ?mz-inq problests, 

but- I t.hought.$ve codd tsork tke&cjut But hc 
was m~ming around with annother warnan. 

i ,4nd he bad k n ,  eve31 while I was pregiwr,t. 
j 1 felt a Int of hurt and a lot of Ah-ustratit:n. . . . 
i The separation was the worst pfiod ~f 111y 
i Life. 
r 

: 1470nte~~. of all cbsses expressed the same 
:-- -.. feelin.gs of rejection and emo tiooal pain 
.;.when :,>. . they wme left by hushan& .for other 
8: tiTomen: ..,. . . . . . .:.-,, . .,.. .. .. .+. .,. ..'. a,...-.-.:. ,..... . I tcmk my husband's ,%ding another wclnan 
@l':-\::.as r e j ~ t i u n .  1 .felt I Filed. The other \rig xvcs 
&ii:c rr,onq. 1 ggot reax.; &%mi. 1 was a candidate 

, marrid  PlirPliretee. years, thrm chi[- 

rile apart. 7 dcple~ded 
te.ff: me I feit rejected 
hg'd a major part in 

n y ,  life. 1 lived for khcn. ! did~l't want ti-:em 
to get hurt bj7 the divo~cc!. I wish I had p a r  
to C O U ~ S C ~ ~  earlier to face t5.e reality st:cn?r. 
{33-yecu;uld white ~:0rking-c:!;3.~~ a+70n?,3.n, 

pafl-tkc~e accountnat, ~rarrietl twelve vesrs, 
thee children] 

A few wr:rmen nnenl;iojtred thar theis ex-3:~s- 
hands 5t7anted to come back ~vhm-t i:i~eis. 
aifairs didn't tvork m-rrt, bz3t these -rcromen 
had bs t  tru.st-:h fheir 3usba:cds a:~rJ. ~7ere ru:lt 
w i h g  .tn try and reconstruct tlre ma.rriage. 

Within t31.e c a t p ~ o r y  of wcl.rx:ien whcm 
reported. that thex maniages entied 
because their husbiu:ds bcruame invoI.zeJ 
tvifh othw WOEleiI, soa;:e n7Gm.en rep~rtei! 
that they left their h-:~sbc"~~~ds because their 
hmbazds were seeing or "Eoolis-tg ;xro.crnd." 
with other wcl:uten. .Pa~mI;?.riy poiiert.;- 
levei and African-A~net-im women 
reported 11at.ing lei? t b r .  this reinsun, in c!:G.-. 
bast ~ C J  the :majority of white wr:trnen, 
wi~ose husbands left then].. .l'hese w o n ~ e : ~ ~  
'~arhose I~~st)a.i-,d'; were "f$o!irlg ar-o~:.nii" 
wepg upset nut only kca=c: of th.ei.r 14~1s- 
bands' involvm,rnt ivjtrith tr~ther ?vcm:men, 
also ;e3:a~~e the% me.n were r;?:rely at home 
and did not take a"!; rt.sponi"ibility $ 6 : ~  the 
I~ousehoId- 'Thus "Soc2ing az.c,nnd" ii.: 

related to the %tard-li7,-hg crsi.egor:>~ d n c v a  
Ix?icrg around. Ihe y ~~ohtic:}n below reflect.? 
!:hese wornen's cur.cmrrx about tltek- i v r s .  
bands' lack o.f respnsibility: 

My mm;age began to c;l~r?ngc whe~t I 3ad. MY 
son. I stopped sut~rking h r n .  Then I saw ~IC-W 

tlGngs were. IAJjkhoui .my kcozxlt? tvc ioulcin'i 
pay for anything. 1 began ::zi I.tu>k at whclrc tht. 
money my ex-i113s.band was minaking -wds 
goi11g. It was goit-tg irinta pn<~li~tg.  

The bills -rvere riot g:?fkig paid. Firinally t1:c 
elec.chicity was cut off. Wkctlt, the elrxtricity 
was a t  off, be .moved in his ~wttler. 
That's vv7hen i ktew xm.ething was n?all;i 
xurong. Also, he threatelxd me a k:t. Aitd 
once he a a & d  up rny rcr arrd hrst LA it  
.there. These khiqgs swmed to chmge at my 
son's b*!r. Ezrez at the birth, n y  ex-husband 
h;ls?:'t Supp~rti'V~. I Wi15 i:~ t?It!?~ $~i.':.$ 
rimugh I&or axid he was out in the im!X 
idking tc c:veryox:e, ganc.tsta3.di~:~g. 

E,exi ! firally asked lriy ex.husbanc-! 3b0~1t 
:tits fboling m u n d  with other .worrier.. He 
was fooling arorind a lot. He finally aadz~iited 



it and that's when I mid I was pi7g to get a 
dlvm:r. This x ? t s  ir11portmt hwause X ;ml a 
Jehovah's Witness, and in i>ur retigion thzt's 
the o3dy _qounds for divorce. Otherwise we 
t)&evt? tixiit you shcxdd redly work things 
out you~;t?If. But becixme he a8mitted f ih t  I 
was able to get a divorcr:. Oti..r:r~+e I - r . i o ~ i i l  
still be fl:  the marriage. f:34-par-old biack 
child-care tvorker; nt3rriai cigi:t pears, one 
child] 

These women's nccoun-ts sound &e Elijdl 
Anderson's descriptirms of relationships 
among p o r t  urhm bk7ck ymth, rbbeson  
claims &at if these young black men rrraqg, 
tlsey still do raot plan to g j ~ e  up the freedom 
their peers b v e  tsught &em ti, desire. 
god is to conquer %*?omen, not. to settle down 
and be bxeadtvi.mem. h d r m  argues that 
thtw yotqq rnes want a rekiilbk pzsner who 
will be like their mother and not question tlrrt 
tirate fiwy spend w231.1.lrthi.r "bdte~" or xvi& 
maie friench. The tvomen, who had hoped 
h r  2 male brczicrlrr-inrter and a ''typicd' .nm- 
k g e ,  &en leave when they .see that theis 
arlanriage \~i% not confom~ to this ideal. 
According ta :kmiersot:, the origin of these 
cor!d%rh Zies jr. the fait h i t  man;i pomg 
hhck men, du.e to h~gl-t rates of dismhnina- 
t i ~ t t  and u.nemplo~me.t~tf hav-e little hope of 
earning enough to support a frunily." 

On the whole, howrver, don't know 
under what circu.rns@r;,-ices men and. wonten 
choose to hsve affairs. Recent data sl:o~v- 
that 25 percent of men and. 145 percent nf 
women in masringes have affaias. Presun- 
ably they hhat-e affairs when t%ey experience 
personal Jissatisfa~-tion with :heir partners 
and their marrkges. In this san-tpie, 
however, when women left for reasons of 
personal &s.sat&fnction, they did not leave 
for a man. Thus, according to thew nro1ner.,. 
when they 1eit they were b~nnzirlg- single 
pakenis, while their ex-.husbands %eft to 
begin reiatic?mhips with other wo~nen.' 
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riaaes ended? Can men2 reasons for 
mang rnarriaser also be gendered? Or 
not? 

2 .  in the previous article, Whitehead con- 
tends that divorce rates are high because 
of the rise of individualism and the 
abandonment of commitment to the 
iarni ly. Do Kurz's research iindirlgs 

support or chailenge Whitehead's asse: 
tions? 

3. Persanal dissatisfaction, Kurz found, i s  
one of the major reawns for W O ~ S I E ~ ' ~  

gming a divorce. i s  this; as Stanton o r d  
CVhitehead also maintain, a frivolous 
reason for ending a marriage? A gcod 
reason for gettirig n cii.~.orce? 


