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CIRITK4L THINKING; QUESTIONS 

1. l r  ch~ldren farm a bond with their fuf t-tirnc 
mothers during the fiat three years of I~fe, 

i 
1 i 

llow car] we explain the close atkchment 
between children and wnployec! fahers? 
Rehueen adoptive parents and children 
adopted afrer age three? Or the stay-at- 
home nloms who abuse or murder their 
children? 

2. This article points out that some strrdies 
have found an association between 
infant day care and behavioral probiems 
of kindergartners and first graders. Are 
there other factors, besides day care, 
that might explain the behavioral prob- 
lems? 

3. What are the advanedges and disadvan- 
tages of "sequencing"? Ilo you think that 
eliminating early reairenlerlt would 
encourage sequencing! 
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1990s, about W percent of all married 
couples were two-earner couples. In 1990, 
30 percent of fimilies had full-time- 
employed husbands and wiues, up from 
32 percent in :(9%0, a-nd that percentage is 
expected to climb? figure 1 s11ows the 
clrzrnatic way in which the face of the 
Anlerican wcsrkio'orce has changed. 

The i.uuples in our study were twical 
Americans, not exotic breed. They 
were larseljr white and middle or wor&.g 
class; this book is not a piclu:re of the urban 
poor or dxe underclass. 

h d  wMe some crilics may ben~oan the 
fact that so .many women are employed, the 
thiomt.n in our study are helping to make 
life for their families, facing the uncertainty 
of the new global marketplace, free of 
white-knuckle worry. Because these fami- 
lies in our study have two fidl incomes, 
they are sheltered from some of the warst 
problems in American society today. They 
ddn't have to live in neighborhoods 
wracked by lethal violence; they can afford., 
for the most part, to live in areas that have 
sc11noIs where gum cmrI metal detectors drr2 

EZCURE 1. Be facreasing Rapunsifglity of 
W'onwn Workers for Family Financial Needs 

1975 1980 1985 1988 7993 

Sc~uac~: U.S. Bureau uf L;ibor Statistics. 1993. 

not part of the curliculum. The); are not 
plunged into chaos or poverty if one 
partner loses a job; they do not have to 
depend on dwindhg government services 
for food or shelter. In a h e  when the social 
safety net is rapidly shri~king, .they are less 
likely to h v e  to depend c7n it than other 
Americas. Tl~ey have the flexibiIity ta 
change career patterns, i.i need be. One 
partner cm support the other if one hds ta 
go back to school or get new skills haicring 
or take a drop in incun~e to enter a new 
field.. They we less Likely than single people 
or one-income Fami1i.e to drop out of the 
middle class and slip into near-poverty as 
the ealrnomy lurches from one extreme to 
anot'fim 

Tile dduai-ean~er family offers econonuc 
stability protebion against .financial dis- 
aster, and often offers both adults and chil- 
dren a close-knit, cmperative family style 
in cvhich all members take an active part in 
keeping the household running. Men and 
won-ten sometimes fc-1 thew isn't enough 
time i11 the day &at what drops off the map 
is personal and letcure time, and that they 
vrvuld trade iob advancement for more 

I 

time to rsmage their busy lives. But most 
would not trade their lifestyle f i x  the Ozzie 
and Harriet one that women fewer 
opportuniticw-and today would give both 
partners much more economic vulnera- 
bilitv. 

1; the t.tvo-ea-ner Iifestyle cvithout prob- 
lems? O f  course not. No f d y  style plays 
out on one vast flood plain of joy and light. 
But this book wiIl puncture some of what 
has become the conventional wisdom about 
American families. We believe that we have 
to lvok at fa-milies today through a prism oi 
data and reality, not though the Iens of an 
exaggerated sunny past or the political 
prism of thwe who believe the only family 
values worth promoting iue those of a brief, 
atypical era now past. Trying to examine 
today's issues through those outmoded 
lenses wiil bring us no solutions to current 
problems and nu understanding of what is 
really happening inside the American 
family. Fn this book, we examine fantilies as 
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