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Volume 3, Issue 1 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~September 2007  
Dear Phi Rho Alumni, 
 
Each year as the school year begins, our actives hope to take the 
sorority given to them the previous year and improve it in some 
way.  In many ways, Phi Rho is the same as it was in 1919 but 
each year gives a different feeling as girls move in and out of the 
group.  This year, our girls are looking to make the absolute most 
of our Phi Rho experience and are bringing back some old 
traditions while creating some new ones of our own. 
 This year started off with a variety of different service 
projects.  Members collected items to send over to the 173rd 
Airborne Unit in Iraq in conjunction with the Milan Rotary Club.  
Within the community, actives volunteered their time at the 
Riverassance Fine Arts Festival and the Niabi Zoo’s Zoofari on the 
weekend of September 15th and 16th.  At Riverassence, actives 
helped children with art projects ranging from the creation of 
masks to the coloring of fans.  At Zoofari, actives assisted in the 
annual fundraiser for the Zoo that raises money for the Zoo to 
continue. 
 We have also instated a new scholarship award this year 
which is rightly named the 57 Variety Award.  We have been 
blessed with our alumni’s generosity though our yearly academic 
awards but this year we were looking to 

go a little further.  The 57 Variety Award is designated to go to a 
senior active that prides herself on Phi Rho’s founding principles of 
betterment of school and community, growth as an individual, and 
the establishment of faith in God.  This award is mainly serviced 
based, and we believe will be a great tool for the future. 
 In our first weeks back, we also had a recommitment 
ceremony where we welcomed back actives and introduced our 
faculty advisors and Augustana administrators to the sorority.  
Actives dined with faculty members as we conversed about our plans 
for the year and what we have to look forward to. 

E 
Inside This Issue 

 
A Letter From the 

President . . .1 
 

A Letter From the Vice 
President . . .2 

 
Homecoming 2007. . .2 

 
A Letter from the 

Scholarship Chair . . .3 
 

Hot Off the Press 
Announcements. . .4 

 
A Letter from the 

Alumni Chairs. . .5 
 

Each year as the school 
year begins, our 



     Each year, Phi Rho brings new opportunity and hope.  The current actives of Phi Rho are all 
unbelievable women and have so much to 
offer to those around them and to 
themselves.  I hope that you can make it 
to our Homecoming festivities this year 
and see how the sorority has developed 
over time.  As always, if you ever would 
like to contact the current actives, we 
would love to hear from you.  Hope to 
see you at Homecoming! 
 
Menos filetes estes, 
Courtney James, Party ‘05 
2007 Fall President 

    
 
 
Dear Phi Rho Alumni, 
 
“There’s no place like home.”   
  Dorothy couldn’t have said it better.  But back here, your 
Augie home misses you!  The school year has started up 
once again and Phi Rho’s are back around campus in full 
force.  As vice president for fall term, it’s been my goal to 
have an active role as a leader.  In order to do this, Courtney 
and I have been spending a lot of time together � .  Our main 
objective is to improve Greek relations around campus, 
meeting with administrators and the Director of Greek life.  
During our weekly meetings, I have continued Spotlight on 
Your Sister, a way to feature members and highlight their 
accomplishments.  I also present Arrow Awards, a time 
when you can thank one of your sisters for lending a helping 
hand and being a good friend.  Something new that I have 
introduced this year is promoting events that our sisters are 
in.  In order to do this, I look up OSA events, find out what 

our girls are doing around campus and announce these things at the meeting.  This is important to 
us because not only is it necessary to be there for your sisters, but it’s always a good thing to have 
Phi Rho being represented across campus.  Our hopes for this year are high and we know that we 
have sisters who will help us achieve our goals. 
 
With Phi Rho Love, 
Jenny O’Donnell, Party ‘05    
Vice President Fall ‘07  

HOMECOMING 2007 
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Dear Phi Rho Alumni, 
                                                       

Phi Rho has already proven to be 
a sorority full of classy and fun girls. This 
year, it is my strongest desire for the 
ladies of Phi Rho to also establish 
intellectual credibility. Unfortunately, by 
the end of the 2006-2007 school year, the 
overall Greek GPA had slipped below 
that of the Independents. Greeks have 
always prided themselves on their 
academic achievements at Augustana and 
now that the GPA has slightly fallen, each 
Greek group is making a conscientious effort 
to work hard and boost the Greek GPA back 
up. It is the goal of Phi Rho not only to help raise the overall Greek GPA, but our own GPA as 
well. As in past years, Phi Rho has a tutor list posted on the website, filled with names of girls 
whom are willing to tutor within the sorority. If there is anyone who needs help in a class, they 
can locate a tutor’s name, organized by major, in order to receive extra assistance. We have tutors 
available for Art History, Biology, Communication Sciences Disorders, Education, Political 
Science, and Political Science, just to name a few. In addition to this tutor list, Phi Rho will have 
Library Study Hours each Thursday night from 8-10pm on the fifth floor of the Thomas Tredway 
Library. The girls will be notified each week with which tutors will be available at Study Hours 
and everyone will be encouraged to come and get their work done. To further help our sisters out, 
we have added a new addition to the Phi Rho website, Book Swap. Book Swap is a way in which 
the ladies of Phi Rho may buy and sell books within the sorority. Instead of paying the extremely 
high prices in the bookstore, the girls can check the Book Swap list to see if anyone within the 
sorority is looking to sell that book. The books on the list are being sold at prices cheaper than 
that of the bookstore and for more than what one could get if they were to sell the book back to 
the bookstore as well. With these small changes and our hard work, I feel that the 2007-2008 
school year for Phi Rho will be a great success! 

 

Menos Filetes Estes, 
Courtney Wales, Party ‘05 
Scholarship Chair ‘07 

Phi Rhos running in the Q.C. Marathon 



 

HOT OFF THE PRESS. . . 
 

Find out what your sisters are up to!! 
 
 

-Congratulations to Lauren Conangla of ‘02 Cute for her new job at the Carlson 
Destination Marketing Services in Minneapolis, MN!! 

 
-Congratulations to Erin Welsh of ‘02 Cute on her recent engagement to Mark 
Michalak!! 

 
-Congratulations to Melissa Howard of ‘04 Shizzle for her new career teaching second 
graders at Valley View Elementary in McHenry, IL!! 

 
-Congratulations to Cecilia Karlberg on tying the knot!! 

 
-Congratulations to Heather McGonigle on her upcoming marriage to Ryan Roman!! 

 
-Congratulations to Aubrey Glaskin-Clay of ‘98 Petal Pals for her new baby girl, 
Felicity Elise Glaskin-Clay, born on May 3, 2007!! 

 
-Congratulations to Katie Ballinger of ‘04 Shizzle for her new job teaching freshman 
and sophomore college English major students in China!! 

 
-Congratulations to Beth Lentz of 32 Karats of ‘97 for her new job at U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services working with refugees and traveling the world!! 

 
-Congratulations to Kim Swanson (Craig) pledge class ‘95 on the birth of her daughter 
Skylar Addison Swanson born on May 25th 2007!! 

 
-Congratulations to Laura Brown (Bromann) who was recently hitched to Jeff Brown on 
August 25, 2007!! 

 
-Congratulations to Brooke (Bonne) Adams of ‘02 Cute on her August 25, 2007 
wedding to Jamie Adams!! 

 

 



 

Dear Ladies of Phi Rho, 
This year we are pleased to continue the strength and friendship that has existed 

throughout Phi Rho.  We are working hard to increase the bonds we share as sisters by hosting 
several activities within the sorority such as, pledge class dinners and sorority get togethers.  As a 
fundraiser for the sorority this fall, Phi Rho is teaming up with the Omicron Sigma Omicron 
Fraternity to host an all school party. 

Our service chairs have continued to work with the Child Abuse Council to make this year 
another success and to help the longstanding Phi Rho service Tradition. We have already started 
the year off well keeping busy in many service projects including Zoofari and Riverssance.  One 
of our goals this year is to keep the Phi Rho website as updated as possible so we can stay in 
touch with our lovely alumni ladies!  If you would like to access the Phi Rho webpage, it is 
posted through Augustana’s website, the address is 
http://www.augustana.edu/studentlife/groups/phirho/.  We also have a similar blog on mySpace, 
http://www.myspace.com/phirhosorority for alumni to comment on.  We encourage alumni, as 
well as, actives to take advantage of these sites.  We have updated our alumni database; keep 
sending us emails if you have any changes to you e-mail address etc!  As we have sent you an 
email requesting any important or exciting news in the past, please continue to e-mail us on your 
news so we may include it in our next newsletter which will come out next term via e-mail, plus 
we love to hear from you!! 

One of our main goals this year is to increase our involvement with Phi Rho Alumni. The 
Phi Rho sorority holds a unique sisterhood based on tradition.  We wish to continue this tradition 
by being in close contact with our alumni.  If you would like to contact us or the sorority at any 
point during the year, please e-mail us at alumniphirho@yahoo.com. We hope to see you soon at 
Homecoming! 

Pickles, 

Ashley Cothron and Sarah Steele 

Lucky 07's 

Alumni Chairs 
 
 

 

 


