
LSFY101 - Building Students’ Information Literacy Skills

All LSFY101 instructors are encouraged to bring their students to the library and/or ask their liaison librarians 

to visit their classes twice throughout the course of the term

college-level research and get to know the library’s resources.

content and skill-building demanded by LSFY101 can be a daunting task 

reference librarians offer these activities/assignments as possible ways to incorporate information literac

skills — as well as the Augie Reads book, 

These ideas are quite flexible.  We are happy to w

create a new plan based on the needs of your class.  Additional materials and research ideas are available on 

the Dreams From My Father research guide on the library’s website and on the 

site under the class site/heading “Information Literacy Resources from Tredway Library

“LSFY101”.) 

Discuss the information found in each source. 

What are the differences 
between primary and 
secondary sources?

What are the differences 
between popular and 

scholarly sources?

Examine three sources related to the research question 
that each represent a different form of information.

Source #1: A primary source 
Obama, Barack. "A More Perfect Union." 
Constitution Center, Philadelphia. 18 
Mar. 2008.

Start with a research question.

Are perceptions of racial and ethnic diversity changing?
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LSFY101 instructors are encouraged to bring their students to the library and/or ask their liaison librarians 

throughout the course of the term to help students begin to grasp the challenges of 

level research and get to know the library’s resources.  Understanding that incorporating all of the 

building demanded by LSFY101 can be a daunting task — particularly for new fac

ctivities/assignments as possible ways to incorporate information literac

as well as the Augie Reads book, Dreams From My Father — into your syllabus. 

ideas are quite flexible.  We are happy to work with you to modify the following suggestions or

n the needs of your class.  Additional materials and research ideas are available on 

research guide on the library’s website and on the “LS – Liberal 

under the class site/heading “Information Literacy Resources from Tredway Library.” (The password is 

Session #1

Discuss the information found in each source. 

Why is information presented 
differently in the different 
sources?  When were they 

written?  For whom were they 
written?

What are the differences 
between popular and 

scholarly sources?

Why is it important to use 
information from a variety of 

sources when conducting 
scholarly research?

Examine three sources related to the research question 
that each represent a different form of information.

Obama, Barack. "A More Perfect Union." 
Source #2: A secondary, popular source 
Coates, Ta-Nehisi. "American Girl." 
Atlantic  Monthly Jan.-Feb. 2009: 56-61. 

Source #3: A secondary, scholarly source 
Bell, Joyce M. and Douglas Hartmann. 
"Diversity in Everyday Discourse: The 
Cultural Ambiguities and Consequences 
of 'Happy Talk'.” American Sociological 

Review 72.6 (2007): 895

Start with a research question.

Are perceptions of racial and ethnic diversity changing?

LSFY101 instructors are encouraged to bring their students to the library and/or ask their liaison librarians 

to help students begin to grasp the challenges of 

incorporating all of the 

particularly for new faculty — the 

ctivities/assignments as possible ways to incorporate information literacy 

suggestions or to 

n the needs of your class.  Additional materials and research ideas are available on 

Liberal Studies” Moodle 

(The password is 

 

Discuss the information found in each source. 

Why is it important to use 
information from a variety of 

sources when conducting 
scholarly research?

Examine three sources related to the research question 
that each represent a different form of information.

Source #3: A secondary, scholarly source 
Bell, Joyce M. and Douglas Hartmann. 
"Diversity in Everyday Discourse: The 
Cultural Ambiguities and Consequences 

American Sociological 

72.6 (2007): 895-914. 

Are perceptions of racial and ethnic diversity changing?



LSFY101 - Building Students’ Information Literacy Skills

Each student finds one or two additional, unique sources to support 
his/her specific research question.  Reinforce discussion of search 

strategies and library resources.

How can you use the Tredway Library 
website to find appropriate 

databases/resources?

Return to the original research question.  Ask each student to modify the 
question to pursue an angle of particular interest to him or her.

How does community shape personal identity?

Does the way we use language influence our attitudes?

Return to the three sources explored in the first session.  Discuss 
strategies for finding these or similar sources.

What keywords might you 
try when searching?
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Session #2

Each student finds one or two additional, unique sources to support 
his/her specific research question.  Reinforce discussion of search 

strategies and library resources.

How can you use the Tredway Library 
website to find appropriate 

databases/resources?

What keywords/search strategies would be 
effective when looking for additional 

information?

Return to the original research question.  Ask each student to modify the 
question to pursue an angle of particular interest to him or her.

How does community shape personal identity?

Does the way we use language influence our attitudes?

Return to the three sources explored in the first session.  Discuss 
strategies for finding these or similar sources.

Which of the Tredway 
Library's databases might 

you use?

Would you look in the library 
catalog (what is ALiCat)?

 

Each student finds one or two additional, unique sources to support 
his/her specific research question.  Reinforce discussion of search 

What keywords/search strategies would be 
effective when looking for additional 

Return to the original research question.  Ask each student to modify the 
question to pursue an angle of particular interest to him or her.

Return to the three sources explored in the first session.  Discuss 

Which of the Tredway 
Library's databases might 

you use?


