During the 51st Annual National Convention for the National Opera Association, THE SACRED IN OPERA met for a 90 minute session, presented by chair of the project – John Pfautz.  Pfautz began the presentation with a personal word of how a focus on sacred music drama has reinvigorated his teaching and directing career, passing on Frederick Buechner’s quote on vocation:  “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”  (from Wishful Thinking: a Seeker’s ABC.  HarperSanFrancisco, 1993.)

After further introductory comments, the presenter presented comments and samples from cd recordings of two recent operas on the story of Cain and Abel.  “Aceldama” by Thomas Sleeper and “Cain and Abel” by Tsippi Fleischer both use the biblical story of brother killing brother as a metaphor for injustices against humanity through the centuries.

The next section of the presentation focused on possible alternatives to “Amahl and the Night Visitors.”  Recorded excerpts from the following operas were heard:

“A Gift of Song,” Mary E. Caldwell

“The Three Thieves of Bethlehem,” Paul Stuart, Sally M. Gall

“The Wise Women,” Conrad Susa

“Two Christmas Operas (and an entr’acte)” Richard Shephard and Mark Schweizer


“St. Nicholas,” “Good King Wenceslas,” and “A Shepherd’s Play”

Following that, Pfautz told of his sabbatical spent teaching at the Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary in Ogbomoso, Nigeria.  Among other teaching and conducting duties, John directed the students and young faculty in scenes from Vaughan Williams’ “Pilgrim’s Progress” and Randall Thompson’s “The Nativity According to Saint Luke.”  

The session concluded with Pfautz recommending 3 more sacred music dramas:  Philip Hageman’s “Ruth,” Martinu’s “What Men Live By,” and Bass’ “The Promise.”


Plans are underway for the next annual meeting of The Sacred in Opera (January 4-7, 2007, Roosevelt Hotel in New York City).  We would love to hear your suggestions for what you would like to see included in that program.

