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Education 
Ph.D., English, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN, August 2008

Dissertation: “Hearing ‘Subaltern’ Voices of Resistance in the Works of Mahasweta Devi, Taslima Nasrin and Monica Ali”

Committee: Shaun F. D. Hughes (Chair), William J. Palmer, Aparajita Sagar, Maren Linett

Primary Area: Postcolonial Literature, Feminist Theory

Secondary Area: Women’s Studies, 20th- and 21st-century British and Black British Literature
Women’s Studies Graduate Minor Certificate, December 2007

M.A., English, Eastern Illinois University, August 2003

Thesis: “Motherlands of the Mind: A Study of the Women Characters in Attia Hosain’s Sunlight on a Broken Column and Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children.”

Committee: Anne Zahlan (Chair), Susan Bazargan, Jyoti Panjwani

M.A., English, Rajshahi University, Bangladesh, 1998

B.A., English, Rajshahi University, Bangladesh, 1994

Minors: Philosophy and History

Teaching 
Augustana College, Department of English, Assistant Professor, Fall 2008-Present
Purdue University, Department of English, Teaching Assistant, Fall 2003-Spring 2008 

Introduction to Fiction (designed own syllabus; one semester, one section 35 students)

Accelerated First Year Composition: (one semester, two sections, 50 students)

First Year Composition (one section over five semesters, 20 students) 

Eastern Illinois University, Department of English, Graduate Assistant, Fall 2002-Spring 2003
Tutor, Writing Center

Rajshahi University, Bangladesh, Department of English, Faculty, 1998-2002

Introductory Composition, British Literature (Renaissance, Elizabethan Period, and 20th 

Century), Postcolonial Literature (Asia and Africa), Introductory Philosophy, History (South Asia and British) 
Research and Teaching Interests
Postcolonial Literatures (South Asian, African, Caribbean, Polynesian, Irish)

British Literature (20th- and 21st-century Fiction)

Bangladeshi Diaspora in Britain

“Third World,” Black British and American Feminism

Translation Theory (South Asia)

Trauma, Women and the “Third World” (South Asia)
“Third World” Films and Cultural Studies (South Asia)

Academic Awards and Honors

Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana
Purdue Research Foundation Grant, June 2007-May 2008 

Q (Quintilian) Award, Recognized for Excellence as an Instructor in Introductory Composition, 2006

Purdue Research Foundation Grant, Summer 2006

Teaching Portfolio Award, Fall 2005

Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, Illinois
Honorable Mention of M.A. Thesis, M.A. Thesis Competition, 2003 

Distinguished Graduate Student in English, 2003

Outstanding International Student in English, 2003

(First Prize), EIU Women’s Studies Program Essay Competition, 2003

(First Prize), EIU English Department Essay Competition, 2003 

(First Prize), EIU English Department Multicultural Essay Competition, 2003

Rajshahi University, Rajshahi, Bangladesh
Graduate Studies Scholarship, 1994

Publications
 “Velvet Jihad: South Asian Women Writers Waging a Narrative War” (Manuscript in 

Preparation) 
“Performing Invisibility: Muslim Comedians/ Comedies Waging Peace through Humor in North America” (Manuscript in Preparation) 
 “Haitian Market.” Liberal Arts through the Ages, Augustana College, 2011

Book Review on Alentejo Blue by Monica Ali, Sycamore Review, Spring 2007

“Bhrun” (“Fetus” a short story in Bengali) Pratiti, Spring 2006: 13-14

“Celebrating the Bengali New Year” (Opinion) The Exponent, April 18, 2005: 6

“Remembering Struggle for Freedom” (Opinion) The Exponent, March 28, 2005: 6

“World Celebrates Ability to Speak Bangla” (Opinion) The Exponent, February 21, 2005: 6

“Teaching as an International TA” ICaP News (Introductory Composition at Purdue), 6.2, 
Spring 2004
“What’s New In … Training a Non-Native Teacher” (Co-authored with Dr. Donelle Ruwe, 
Assistant Professor, Department of English, Eastern Illinois University). The Clearing House (May/June Issue, 2003) 

“An Author’s Attitude towards the British Raj” The Daily Eastern News, April 2, 2003: 5

“Women on the English Stage from the Restoration to 1830” Research Journal (Faculty of Arts) 
7: 97-109 (2001-2002). Rajshahi University, Bangladesh
Conference Presentations 
• South Asian Literary Association, Seattle, January 4-5, 2012, “Performing Invisibility: Muslim 
Comedians/ Comedies Waging Peace through Humor in North America.” 
• Augustana Center for the Study of Ethics, Augustana College, January 26, 2011. “Islamic 
Ethics, the Position of Women in the Quran, in the Contemporary Society in Bangladesh 
and in the Diaspora.”

• Annual Conference on South Asia, Canter for South Asia, Wisconsin-Madison, October 14-16, 
2010,“Women and Islam in South Asia. ‘Selling Stories’ or ‘Velvet Jihad?’”

Chair of the session: “Islamic Identity and Religious Authority”
• South Asian Literary Association, Philadelphia, December 26-27, 2009. “The rise of 
Fundamentalism and the Negotiations of the Islamic Laws: (Political) Shari’a, Fatwa and the Taslima Nasrin and Salman Rushdie Affairs”
Chair of the session: “Religion and the South Asian Novel”
• Women’s and Gender Studies Tea Series, Augustana College, February 4, 2009. “In Search of 
the Voice of the Subaltern Women in South Asian Women’s Writings: The Case of Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi.”

• Modern Language Association, San Francisco, December 27-30, 2008. “No Longer the Season 
of Migration: New Dimensions of the Idea of Womanhood in British Bangladeshi Literature.”

•20th-Century Literature and Culture Conference, University of Louisville, Kentucky, February 
22-24, 2007. “Mutilation of the Body: Violations of Civil Rights in Taslima Nasrin’s Lajja and ‘Noorjahan.’” Chaired the session.

• Midwest Modern language Association, Chicago, Illinois, November 9-12, 2006. “Faceless but 
Not Voiceless: Representations of the ‘Subalterns’ in Amma Darko’s Faceless.” Moderator of a session.

• Midwest Modern Language Association, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, November 10-13, 2005. “An 
Indigenous Woman’s Perspective: Grieving and Belonging in Sia Figiel’s They Who Do Not Grieve.” Moderator of a session.

• Women’s Studies Brown Bag Session. February 28, 2005. “Subalternity and Representation of 
Women in Bangladeshi Literature.” 

• Midwest Modern Language Association, St. Louis, Missouri, November 4-7, 2004. “William 
Carleton: Native Informant and the Representation of Subalternity in Traits and Stories of the Irish Peasantry.”

• 21st-Century Literature Conference, University of Louisville, Kentucky, February 25- 28, 
2004. “Saleem’s Too Many Women and the Story of the Perforated Sheet.”

• Illinois Philological Association, Milliken University, Decatur, Illinois, March 28-29, 2003. 
“Henry Scobie and John Flory: Scapegoats of Imperialism.”

• Poster Presentation. Capitol Building, Springfield, Illinois, March 5, 2003

• English/ English Education Conference, November 2002, Eastern Illinois University. “E.M. 
Forster’s Attitude towards the British Raj in A Passage to India.”
Service
Member, Faculty Senate, Augustana College, 2009
Member, Augie Reads Choice, Augustana College, 2010
Member, Convocation Committee, Augustana College, 2009

Member, Advisory Board, Women’s and Gender Studies Program, 2009

Member, Introductory Composition Committee, Purdue University, 2006-2007
Member of Subcommittees, English 108 Curriculum Development, Dual Credits and High 

Schools, 2006-2007

Representative (Literary Awards), GRADSEA (Graduate Student English Association), Purdue 

University, 2006-2007

President, Bangladesh Student Association, Purdue University, 2005-2006

General Secretary, Bangladesh Student Association, Purdue University, 2004-2005

Public Relations, Graduate School of Advisory Committee, Eastern Illinois University, 2002-
2003

MLA’s Postcolonial Studies Division Executive Committee: Nominated to stand for election 
(lost the election in 2010)
Professional Affiliations
Modern Language Association
South Asian Literary Association
Midwest Modern Language Association

Illinois Philological Association

Sigma Tau Delta 

