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Bourgeois, decadent, div ided:  

Literary images of Berlin
WL 317



Prof. Lisa Seidlitz

Winter 2004-5



Office:  DK 108, x 7657
DK B-33, A period


Office hours:  Tu/Th 1.00-

gmseidlitz@augustana.edu

2.30 & by appointment


Berlin, today a large cosmopolitan city and the capital of united Germany, has long been an important political and cultural center which attracts attention and immigrants from different parts of Germany and the world.  In this course, we will read literature set in late 19th and 20th century Berlin and will consider the changing face of this city over that time.  We will consider several novels and one film within their historical context and will consider both insiders’ and outsiders’ perspectives of Berlin.  

There is no prerequisite for the course, other than an interest in exploring the German culture through its literature.  All readings and discussions are in English.  
Course materials
Theodor Fontane’s Jenny Treibel (1892)

Heinrich Mann’s The Loyal Subject (1918)
Harold Nebenzal’s Café Berlin (2001; set in the 1930s)

Peter Schneider’s Wall Jumper (1982)
Goodbye Lenin (film will be screened in class)
Evaluation
A.  Short writing assignments:  15 %.   Approximately every week, you will write 1-2 page critiques of the works that we read and watch.  I will assign some topics but will leave some topics open so that you can explore your own observations and questions.  These assignments should present critiques or  observations, not plot summaries.  You may revise these critiques to improve your grade; revisions should be submitted within one week of the original assignment.  I do not give credit for late critiques.
B.  Papers: 2 x 20% = 40%.  You will write two interpretive essays of 7-10 pages each, either on individual novels or comparing two works.  (Essays must be typed, double spaced, font size no larger than 12, with 1-inch margins.)  Your grade will be based on completing all phases of the writing process, including topic proposal, in-class peer review, drafts, and revisions.  Failure to complete any component of the writing process will result in a lower grade for the assignment;  late work will also be penalized.  Due dates for the various phases will be announced in class.  We will brainstorm possible topics and discuss specific writing guidelines in class.

C.  Exams:  2 x 15% = 30%.  These exams will require short answers as well as essay responses based on readings and class discussions, including reports by guest speakers and students.  The first exam is scheduled for Week 6, and the second exam will be given during finals week. The final exam will cover material from the entire term but will focus on the latter half of the course.  
D.  Class participation:  15%.  Participation means actively taking part in class discussions,  both as a speaker and as a listener;  you will also occasionally lead discussions on assigned passages.  In order to fully take part in class, you need to read and sometimes re-read the assigned pages carefully.  Make note in your book of passages you find particularly interesting or confusing so that you can find them easily during discussions.  This component of your grade will be based in part on your own assessment of your level of participation.  Excessive lateness and absence will also affect this part of your grade. 
Academic honesty

Plagiarism and cheating are serious academic offenses.  Any student caught plagiarizing or cheating on an assignment will fail not only the assignment, but possibly the course, as well, and the incident will be reported to the Honor Council.  If you are unsure how Augustana’s policy on academic honesty applies to a specific assignment, please speak with me.  You are welcome (and encouraged!) to discuss the reading and writing assignments with your classmates, but the work you turn in to me must be your own.
Grading scale

A+
98-100

B+
88-89

C+
78-79

D
60-69

A
92-97

B
82-87

C
72-77

F
below 60

A-
90-91

B-
80-81

C-
70-71
Daily schedule
	29. November

Introduction to course

	1. December

Jenny Treibel, Ch. 1-3
	3. December

Jenny Treibel, Ch. 4-7

	6. December

Jenny Treibel, Ch. 8-9

	8. December

Jenny Treibel, Ch. 10-13
	10. December

Jenny Treibel, Ch. 14-end

	13. December

The Loyal Subject, Ch. 1

	15. December

The Loyal Subject, Ch. 2

	17. December

The Loyal Subject, Ch. 3




	3. January

The Loyal Subject, Ch. 4, through p. 149

	5. January

The Loyal Subject, Ch. 4-5, through p. 184

	7. January

The Loyal Subject, Ch. 5, through p. 219



	10. January

The Loyal Subject, through p. 252 (in ch. 6)

	12. January

The Loyal Subject, pp. 252-271 (in ch. 6)
	14. January

The Loyal Subject, p. 271-end

Wrap-up and review

	17. January

Exam 1

	19. January

Café Berlin, pp. 1-39 (including the entry dated Dec. 1, 1943)
	21. January

Café Berlin, pp. 40-82 (Dec. 15, 1943)

	24. January

Café Berlin, pp. 83-123 (Dec. 30, 1943)

	26. January

Café Berlin, pp. 124-63 (Jan. 20, 1944)
	28. January

Café Berlin, pp. 164-208 (Feb. 11)

	31. January

Café Berlin, pp. 209-244 (Feb. 20)

	2. February

Café Berlin, pp. 245-end
	4. February

The Wall Jumper, ch. 1

	7. February

The Wall Jumper, ch. 2

	9. February

The Wall Jumper, ch. 3
	11. February

The Wall Jumper, ch. 4-5

	14. February

Film:  Goodbye Lenin

	16. February

Discussion of Goodbye Lenin
	18. February

Wrap-up and review


Final exam:  Tuesday, 9-11 a.m.
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